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Thigs="n'-That

Without ado let us proceed to list those new titles of fantasy fiction
which have appeared since the last installment of thisAcolumn Mogt of them are
of 1946 vintage. Breaking of the Seal by Francis Ashton (Dakers, 9/6) is a
novel of prehistoric times; it 1s neither better nor worse than most others of
its ilk, The Flight and the pong: a tele of old Devon by L. If, Anderson and Sis-
tor Mary Catherinshrﬂ;ongunans, $é§ retolls a mildly fantastic old legend--~-—and
rotells it very well indecd, 4 borderline psychological study of deoveloping ine-
sanity is athol Sexton®s Count Me Among the Living (Herpor, $2&), ps is Annc Ka-
van's Asylum Piocc (Doubloday, $2%); the latter author's neme is a pseudonmym, the
true one being lirs, Helen (Woods) Edmonds. Sweet River in the Morning by Winston
Clewes (appleton-Century, $2%) is a strange ghost story in which the main char-
acter relives the life of an old Inglish mansiony it is quite well done. ly Bird
Sings by Oriel llmlet (Doubleday, $2%) is o tender and compelling tale of the
childhood of three little French girls, long since dead, told through reflectod
scones ssen in an old greenish mirror found in a Fronch chatcau. John Romenham's
Lurking Shadow (Macdonald, 8/6) deals unoriginally with a mad sciontist, There
Yore Two Piratos: a comedy of diversion by James Branch Cabell (Far~
New rar, Straus, $3) is ncither a comedy nor at all diverting; it gains
Fiction montion herc solely to inform readers that it barely makes the grade

as fantasy (dealing with the legendary figure of José Qasparilla) as
well as to warn them that it is Cabell at his vorste~-which is boring indeed, The
Uaniac's Dreem by F. Horace Rose (Duckworth, 8/6) is an inferior variation on The
Jokyll and Hyde theme. In .idam's Fall by lMrs, Constance (Woodbury) Dodge (Macrae-
Smith, $2%) tells of Salem in its seventeenth century witch~hunting days as seen
through the eyes of one of the "afflicted" children who began the trouble, And
of 1945 vintage~--sncaking into this column quite latod---is Goorge He Bushnell's
Handful of Ghosts (St. .indrews University Prdss, 2/~), a Scottish paper-bound ca-
lecction of supcrnatural tales, "No Zxit'" and "The Flieg" two plays of Joen-Paul
Satre translated by Stuart Gilbert (Knopf, $24) happen to be fantasy as well as
to carry on the author's philosophy of extentialism, The Veapon liakers, & novel
by 4. E. Van Vogt (Hadley, $3) is an excellent novel of the future, Its chief
fault is a beginning in medias res without introducing the reader to the tale's
background; fortunately this may be overcome by perusing first "The Weapons Shop,"
a short story by the author using the same locale, which is availsble in idven-
tures in Time and Space (1946) edited by Healy and McComms, "Mind at the IEnd of
Its Tether" and"The Happy Turning" by H. G, Wells (Didier, $Z%5 consists of two
extremely inferior Wells tales, neither of which should ever have been printed;
the sccond can be classcd as a setirical fantasy, 4 brighter note is struck by
Mervyn Wall's Unfortunate Fursey (Pilot, 8/6; Crown, $2%), a well-written novel
novel that tells of a tenth century Irish monk's scandalous and hilarious adven-
tures with a sylph, a poltergeist, a couple of witches and the devil himself,
Poople Qf the Twilight and The Sun Queen, both authored by H, Kaner (Kaner, 8/4),
ere juvenile adventure tales; don't touch them! UWhile admittedly told on a com-
petent literaery level and containing some intorcsting philosophical speculations,
H, I's Heard's Doppelpangers: an episode of the fourth, the psycholocical, revo-
lution, 1597 (Vanguard, 42%) is in no other respect much of en improvement upon
the average "pulp" science-fiction story of 1928-32, A Little Confab with Socra-
t3s by J. L. 8imkins (Meador, $1%) has a self-explanatory Title, Mervyn Pecke's
Titus Groane: g Gothic novel is gloomy enough and torturously written besides,
but containg no supernatural episodes whatsoever; the book's c¢laim to a fantasy
fan's attention rests precariously on occasional episodes of mundane horror and
whatever allegorical adumbrations he may choose to read into the prose. If The
Bear that Wegn't rates as fantasy, I can see no reason why Corey Ford's Horge of
Another Color (Holt, $2%), & turncbout tale of animals and maen, should be exclud-
ed from the genres; besides the drawings by John Falter included there are too
delightfully apt to pass unnoticed. The Aerodrome by Rex Werner (Lippincott,

(continucd on poge 62)
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Half a Century of Writing

by
Lt' COlo David H. ‘teller, I‘-’Io Do

Sometime, before/éfter T have gone Vest, some courageous publisher will
venture to bring forth a selection of Keller stories and search for some one who
knew Keller to write an introduction, There are only a few who knov anything a-
bout this man and none who know everything so perhaps it will not be amiss 1o
tell you about the growth of this writer/éuthor.

I feel deeply that there is a vast void between the writer and the
author, The writer spends many words for which he receives ample reward, His
stories are usually published once and read once., They contain nothing that re-
ceives anything but temporary recognition as a form of time-passing that can be
¢lassified as a form of anesthesia, such as the movies and the radio afford .
The author, on the other hand, strives for immortality. He judges the grede of
his writing by the number of reprints, the number of stories that are read twice
or more by the same person, the spread of his work to other countries, and the
appreciation of hig work by ths superior adult rather than by the average reader
of twelve yeears® mentality,

In eddition, the author writes for the plezsure of writing while the
writer turns out his stories for financial reward, Obviously the man trying to
become an author has to have other sources of income besides that derived from
the sale of his work or he dies early from starvation or disillusionment. Dick-
ens, Tolstoy and their kind T feel to be writers; so, in the field of fantasy,
are Burks and Williamson, =ddison, however, took thirty years to write The Yorm
Quroborug which showed him immediately to be an author., He's written othlier nov-
els since but none of them 2s good. Lovecraft, here end there, is an auvthor,
too. One book will make a man an author, In fact, I think a single paragraph
will sometimes do so,.

It must bo admitted that when the spur of neccssity drove hard into my
posterior I deliberately assumed the position of a writer, but did so with little
plessure and abandoned the role es soon as the need ceased., For I've always
wanted and tried to be an author,

I was born on December 23, 1880 in Philadelphia., Vhen I was six, my
parents sent me to public school, I was sent home aiter remaining in grede one
half a day. For, being unable to talk intelligently in Inglish er in anyother
knovm language, I was diagnosed an idiot, 17y next three years wers spent in a
small private school where three old ladies endeavored to teach me thnr English
language which I learned very much as a traveller from llars, Thus words became
very important as e means of conveying thought, I had to think in ®nglish be-
fore I could talk in it, In conversation there were periods of hesitation cuus-
ed by uncertainty concerning the proper word to convey my thought. Psychologists
would probably say I had a "block," And my family was frequently annoyed by my
hesitation in speaking. Ifuch of this backzround you will find in my story "The
Lost ILanguege,"

Before men wrote stories they told stories, Vriting is relatively new
and printing is almost a modern art, And very early in life, perhaps befcre 1
learned to speak English, T put myself o sleep with stories in most of vhich I
was the hero, Finally, at the age of fifteen, I wrote one and had it published
in a country newspaper, It was "Aunt Inrtha,”

But I am getting a bit nhead of myself, At the age of nine T was re-
entered in grammar school, where I went through the first twelve grades--believe
it or not---in five years. It was during this period, too, that I "discovered"
books., (Up until then I had been exposed only to the limited offerings of a Sun-
day school library.,) A branch of the Carnegie Library opened near my home, and,
like Benjamin Franklin upon entering the French Biblioth&éque Nationale, I at once
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resolved to read everything in it, Tt did not take me long to find that life was
too short for that, but by the time I entered high school I was familiar with
Dickens, Thackery, Poe, Kipling, Emerscn and Tennyson, I had read the "jungle
teales" in pt, Nicholas, and was well acquainted with Jules Verne, A, Conan Doyle,
He G. Wells and the New England poets. Always I was hunting for new words and
new thoughts,

In my fourteenth year I entered the Philadelphia Central High School
for boys. Beside the school was the Apprentice's Library which, I believe, was
founded by Benjamin Franklin, I spent as much time in it as I could---for 2s us-
ual I wanted to read all the books there. In my second year in this school I
wrote my first long mystery story, "Anima Postia" ("Life after Death"); the man-
ugcript---some eighty pages in longhand-~-is still in my library, having surviv-
od fifty yoars of cxtensive travel, One of my stories wes publighed in Tre lMir-
ror, the school paper, There were also some poems in this period, forI was fond
of this form of expression, That is about all that happened in the four years of
high school:s certainly not very much,

The fell of 1899 found me a freshman at the University of Pennsylvania
ledical School, This was to my great regret, for I wanted %o attend Princeton
and take a cultural course. Iy fether would not finance that desire, however,
Hed I followed my own wishes at the time I believe I would have gone through life
as a college professor, avoiding much trouble but probably missing great adven-
tures., Tcaching is something I have comec to love, Bute-~I studied modicine and
was graduatoed in 1903,

In the meantime, of course, I had kept on writing, In my library is a
bound volume of some stories written while at college, One ("University Story")
was published in a church paper, and two others (™Judge Not"and "The Silent One" )
appeared in the college paper Red and Blue. "Shadows and Reality," a short no-
vel, was never published, but is interesting in that it shows the influence of
ervel on my style., I bhnd read end greatly enjoyed his Dream Life and Reverieg
of & Bachelor. At that time Frank Stockton was also one of my favorite suthors,
and we were beginning to hoar of the de lmupassant short story and the 0. Hen-
ry ending,

In 1901 I fell in with a group of literary optimists who believed that
they could start a new magazine., At that time The Block Cat was the outstanding
publisher of the short story in America, So we named our venture The White Owl.
It lasted seven issues, long enough to print five of my stories, for which I em-
ployed the pen name of Henry Cecil, Despite the hard work involved---we editors
plugged it personally among the newsdomlers---it was great fun, Porhaps my ex-
periences as co-editor of this publication have mede me sympathetic toward pro=-
ducers of fan magazines; at least I can share with them their hopes when their
journals are born and their grief when they die,

After four yocars of college and one of interneship I beccame, to 21l in-
tents and purposes, a physician. And «fter two years moro of city life I began
tho great adventure of being a horsc-and-bugey doctor in Russell, Pa,, o general
practitionor in e town having a population of threc hundred., Thoro are two men-
uscript novels in my library which tell in part howv and why I went thore and what
I accomplighed., Those arc "Wanderers in Spein” and "The Fighting Woman," It wasg
& sorry, thinly-populatod region of little valloys between barren hills. Thosc
who may bv intorcsted will find that I have sketchod in this towm as the backe
ground to uwy story "The Bridle,"

During these eight years of country practice I wrote very little but
read a great deal, The towm's most prosperous man had & library of five thousand
volumes, and every Sunday afternoon I would visit it to borrow the next week's
reading. It seemed that I never could find time enough to read all I wanted to,
This desire has been a constant benecfit/cursc to me all my life. Tvon now the
twe probloms rcmein: the buying of ncw books and finding room for thoen,
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There followed a bitter year as a physician in Pleasantville, New Jer-
sey, After that I spent almost a year as a junior physician in the Anne State
Hospital of Illinois. There I wrote some stories about the abnormals. Then came
World War I, in wvhich I served ss First Lieutenant and Captain in the lledical
Corps. following peace I apnlied for and receivod a commission in thae l'edical
Reserves, which I held long enough to bo orderocd to active duty es a ILicutconant
Colonel on August 1, 1941, I rcmeincd on duty until Scptcmbor, 1945, (Istill
am an officer in tho resorves, on rotired pay.) The army life was hard but pleas-
ant, There was some writing, chicfly a primer and first recader for usc in my
school for illitoretecs at Camp iec, Virginis, )

Following my dischargo from active servicc on February 28, 1919 T went
from Now licxico's Camp Codic to Pinevillo, Louisiana, There I spent noarly ten
years as physician and assistant suporintondent in {the statc hospital., Whon Hucy
Long cams in, I rosignod; as I remembor, othor doctors thore left soon after, al-
go---though they didn't resign,

It wvas while at Louisiana that I became obsegsed with the idea of writ-
ing the great American novel, I wrote prodigiously---over five thousand pages of
menuscript, At the time, I never tried to sell any of it, During these years I
wrote such novels as "The Lady Decides," "The Adorable Fo»nl," "The Fighting Wom-
an," "/anderers in Spain," "Life Is What You Make It," "The Centle rirate," "lhe
Sign of the Burning Hart," "The Stone Fence" and "A Stranger in Kunkletown,” A
family history, The Kellors of Hamilton Tovmship, also appeared thens Some of
these have an interesting history,

"The Stone Fence" and "A Stranger in Kunkletowm" were later consoli-
dated and sold to Simon and Schuster as The Devil and the Doctor, This was pub-
lished in 1940, with an excellent formet and fine illustrations, It received fa-
vorable reviews, but the company advertised it but once---and then quickly drop-
ped it as though it contained INT, Shortly after publication, Simon and Schuster
refused bocksellers' orders for the volume, claiming it to be "unavailable," Yet
this was before their stock was sold for paper costs to "remainder" firms, Pre-
cisely what was behind all this I don't know, Possibly applied pressure of orth-
odox religious groups stopped distribution of the book, I think it deserved a
better fate, In any event, it evoked manny letters to me from people who enjoyed
ite==and who, on their own words, had many stone fences of their own,

"The Sign of the Burning Hart" is composed of four connected stories.
The leading one I submitted to a Harpers llngnzino prize contest. They wanted to
buy and print it, but said T would have to tell them what it meant, for no two of
their readers saw the same thing in it. I refused to draw blue prints explain-
ing that a humming bird is beautiful alive but that dead and dissected by an an-
atomist it loses its beauty, They wrote again, but I remained obdurate, and thus
lost my one and only chance of appearing in a slick magazine, Later on, howevers
all four of the stories were published for me in France by my very good friend
Regis Messac, appearing in an edition of one hundred copies (1938),

The Kellers of Hamilton Township was privately published in Louisis=
na in an edition limited to five hundred copies (1922), It is one of the few
family histories accepted as 1007 correct by the D.AW.R., as all its facts ar o
documented,

Around this time, too, my Songs of a Spanish Lover arpearad, in an edi-
tion limited to fifty copics (1924). T uscd the Henry Cecil pscudonym for this
title, 4As might be guessocd, this is a book of poems; some of these were, I must
confess, foisted on readors as being "translated from the Chinmcse,"

all thesc~=-and lator--~writings wore written without thought of salo,
either sheerly for self-expression and the satisfaction, often, of seeing them in
print, or simply because I had to write them to get them out of my system, Then
lnte in 1926 my wifo showed me a copy of Amazing Stories, and suggested that I
try to sell some work, So I wrote "The Revolt of the Pedestrians"” and submitted
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it. Gernsback promptly accepted it, and offered to take a dozen more of my sto-
ries at forty dollars each, Before I had a chance to reply I received another
letter from him, this time offering sixtv dollars apiece. I accepted, though at
the time I had no idea that I could write more, and ums not at all certain that
Gerngback thought I could, either, (He to0ld me later that he felt every writor
had ono good story in him, and that afterwards he wrote poor stuff,)

"The Revolt of tho Pedestrians" was published in February, 1925. Dur-
ing the rest of the year Amazing printed six more of my stories, 4s twe of them
("The Psychophonic Nurse'" and "ihe Stenographer's Hands") were subsaquently pub-
lished twice in France, Gernsback was evidently misteken when he thought that I
had shot my bolt with the first acceptance.

"The Menace" initiated & series of stories ebout Taine of San Francis-
coy my favorite detecctive, Ho has appeared in print freoquently sinco, continu-
ing to work in his quict, unassuming way, In contrast to the fictional detoct-
ive of the prescnt day ho is not e tough, herd-drihking, poworful brute. H o
simply brings the criminal to justico without fanfare of trumpets. arried and
the fathor of scveral daughtors, he unfrilingly gives his wife ten per cent of
his earnings which she donates to the local church society, thus remaining its
president, I suspect that Taine uses his skill as o detective as an excuse for
remaining away from his feminine femily, as 8ome great writers such as Burton,
Paul and Perry hove done. 1In one of his unnublished zdventures he refuses to
arrest the criminal, and T believe that those who rcad the gtory will not blame
him,

Some of my experiences with Gernsback wsre happy, some were not, But
he owes me no money---a fact I wmention with reluctance, since other authors may
wonder how I managed to do its In the fall of 1928 I visited the man in New York
and met his brother Sidney. Gernsback tried to "soll" ne New York, but I would
rkeve nono of it, In fact, evor since thon I've triod to destroy it, That start-
od with "The Rovolt of tho Pedostriancs” and continued on through "The letal Doom,'
in which I did a rathor thorough job of it,

pidney Gornsback was starting a now nagazine elong populsr mnedical
lines at the time of my visit, and he asked me for a series of articles on psy-
choanalysis, which I agreed to write, Thus began my vriting medical articles
in a language that could be understood by the comuon ran, In the course of sev-
eral years I produced nearly seven hundred of thew, a ten volume set of books, a
long egsay on anatomy and literally thousands of letters. The work was interest-
ing but time-consuming, During a period of forty-nine consecutive days, for ex-
arple, I wrote some 300,000 words.

along about this tiwe I found myself turning out some fiction that did
not fit into any category I hai previously tried my hand at, One, "The Littles
Husbands," I sent to Farnsworth ‘right of Teird Tales mageazine., He bought it and
algo the next threc stories I submitted, Then I sent him in one mail the first
three of the Cornwall stories, '"The Tailed Man of Cornwall," "The Battle of the
Toada" and "No Other lan," which Viright accepted en nogse. Vhen I met hinm soon
after he told me he had tsken my first stories as fillers, not thinking that they
showved nuch ability, but that ny Cornwall stories definitely established me as
an author, (These stories were inspired by & branch of my mother's fanily, which

cante from Cornwall in southwest Fngland, Sore have not yet been printed, but
the last one, called "Heroedity," is scheduled to appear in an English periodical
this spring.) I always renmemvered his words, for no one had ever called me an
author before. From then on, Wwright published anything worthwhile I sent him,
Our necting was the beginning for ne of & very pleasent friondship with a very
rornarkable editor,. , iuch of that story is confidonticl, but I can reveal that I
was oble to attain,a wife and c»ild in spite of his serious handicaps. I always
look back at Weird Tales with great pleasure, and I do not think it has been the
sane since Farnsworth Wright's death,



FANTASY CCLI.ENTATOR 43

Cnce starting in the fantasy and weird field I found it as interesting
ms science-fiction, sometimes more so, Twenty-two of my stories have been print-
ed in Weird Tales, and some of these have been reprinted in the Not at Night an-
thologies in England. The most popular is "The Thing in the Cellar," which has
been reprinted five times---one London newspaper going so far as to pirate it,

VWhen I first started writing science=fiction one of my ardent fans was
Regis Messac, then a professor in liontreal, Canada, Upon returning to Frence, he
end several others founded the periodical Les Premicres, which was to present to
the cultured French a comprehensive view of literature by living authors. Bach
editor had a certain field, Messac's being science-fiction, He was to pick out
the best living science-fiction author; then choose his best story and translate
it, He selected me, and "The 3tenoprapher's Hands." This magazine publighed
four more of my stories, financed a book containing three of them, and started
to print my novel "The Eternal Conflict" in serial form, Before the latter was
concluded Wnorld War II started. Messac was interned, and later died as s0 many
other great men died. Les Premieres came to an end, end that finished my French
adventure. One of the stories published in France, "Pourquoi," has never been
printed in knglish,

I nave Messac's book on Edgar Allan Poe, In his presentation inscrip-
tion he calls me "the spirituaml grandson of Zdgar Allan Poe," When he translated
end printed “"The Flying Fool" he said that I was as pgrest a satirist as Voltaire
but kindlier because I always loved and pitied those I made sport of. Ead the
war not intervened I might have become well known in French literature, There
is one other view of Messac that might be of interest to readers, He once wrote
me that my English was very easy to translate into French because I wrote as if
I first thought in French and then translated my thought into English, and all
he had to do was translatc it back into French once more, In this connection you
might recall my story "The Lost Language,”

From Louisisna I went to Tennessec, whorc I spoent a very hard year in
the hospital at Bolivar, Tho background thero has been used in my later story,
"The Troc of Fvil," Thence I arrived at the state hospital for the feeble-mind-
ed at Pennhurst, Pennsylvania, where I remained as assistant superintendant for
four and a half years, lluch of my spare time was spent in medical writing for
Gernsback, but I continued producing stories and an occasional bit of poetry,

By late 1929 I began to wonder sbout the questionable prophecies of
gecience~fiction and the beavtiful fancies of weird fiction, It secmed to me that
I wasn't writing enough about rcal life and rcal people. It was then that I be-
gan a sories of stories about the little pcople such &s the A. & P. salesmmn, the
bank clerk, and so on, lany have not becn printed, but fifteen found a placc in
Ten Story Book magazine under the pen name of Amy Worth, The first onec, "Eight,
Sixty-Seven," was printed in the Novombur, 1929 issuec. Theose stories were so
utterly different in style from my usual ones that no one ever identified Amy
without my help, These tales netted me six dollars epilece except for the last
one, "The wystery of the Thirty-Three Stolen Idiots," for which T received double
that, liy wife, incidentally, had told me that such stories would rever sell,

after leaving Pennhurst I came back to my ancestral home in Pemnsylva-
nia's lfonroe County, where the hellers have lived since 1736. There I determined
to die, waking use of my late years in spoiling many pages of white parer with
black letters, T wrote a long account of my twenty-five vears with abnorm=als of
society, calling it Through the Back Door. I sold The Devil and the Doctor, I
"VWgs then called to active duty, and served most of the time as lledical Professor
on the faculty 51 tpe Army Chaplain's Schoel at Harvard, Hore I taught over six
thousand clergymen of all denominations. Iy army dutics gave me little time for
writing, end what 1ittle I produced had difficulty in finding a market, Wright
and Sloane had gone West, and .the ncw cditors either did not know me or, knowing
me, were unwilling to see anything worthwhile in my plots or my style, Now, back
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back in my home at Underwocd, South Stroudsberg ("the big house at the top of the
nill"), possessed as always by the daemon of composition, I am working on a nov-
¢l centering around an idea that as far as I know is ebsolutely new to modern
literature. This brings me up to date---exactly fiftv-one years since myv firsi
story was printed.

Hov do I write a story?! To my mind, a story has to have three import-
ant parts., First, an idea, 3Sometimes it's very hard to get a new ideas, but once
you have it, you've gone half the distance. lost of mine have answered apparent-
ly simple questions., What would happen to civilization if all mefal disappeared?
Could babies be raised more successfully by machinery than by human parents? Uhat
would be the result of life without diseass, criue or desth? And so on. Second,
a story must have a good beginning, It is imporiant because the resder wust be
made interested immediately. Third, thore is the ending, This to me is as eg-
sential as the other two requirements. I must have all three clearly in wind be-
fore I start to write. My newest novel, for example, waited for a year to get
written siwply because I had no ending for it: then one night I got that by means
of a dream. In endings, moreover, one has to know when to stop, In betveen, my
formula is to avoid unneccessary words and try always to keep the reador interost-
cd, I lot the prose flow as fast as I can type, trying to cxpress the thought
ag clearly and beautifully as poseible with simplc words, The shorter the word
the bettor, if it gives my oxact meaning,

Perhaps therce should be an c¢leoment of suspecnse. Thiscertainly is pres-
ent in "The Thing in the Cellar," "The Dead oman," "The Parents," The new edi-
tors call loud and long for action; they want gcripts timed to radio, air travel
and the cinema. Personally, I do not core for such a style, though occasionally
I do write rapid action, In my novels I am more inclined to meander in the man-
ner of ILaurence Sterne--~but who would publish his Tristam Shandy today?

It appears to be the custoem of schoolg for writers to encourage pupils
to read "type" stories of various known writers and then try to imitate thedir
styles. How many thousands have tried to produce another "Lady or the Tiger?"
I have found that if a man ever hopes to arrive in iiterature he must creste his
own style, asnd when my critics say that my work is hopeless because no other
"pulp" writer =rites as I do, I consider I have attained one of my objectives.,

aS you can see, my life has been a busy one of wunusual adventures.
What future years will bring is a very pertincnt quostion, I look forwerd with
intercst to the answer., [t may be that I will droem mors stories and write few-
er pages. But inspite of the hard work I have had ample reward in the pleasure
of trying to become an author,

Ribliography
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Tips on Tales

by
a. Iangley Searles

Jane and Robert Speller's Adam's First Wife (1929): This is the story of Adame-a
or Admu, as he was knowvm in his ovm time---told by ILilith, who still lives today
in the flush of youth, although she is the oldest woman in the world. Five thou-
sand years before Christ this novel begins, in the city of Bab-Urech in Sumeria,
This was a lend colonized from atlantis, and ruled over by an aristocracy that
had discovered the secret of lomngevity., By eating the flesh of a certain mush=
room-like fungus every seven yecars, a man could cxist as long as ten centuriess
women, however, were not permitted to share this privilege---partly because the
fungus caused them to become sterile and partly because it enabled them to es-
cape death altogether, How Lilith came to be Adam's chosen wife when he escend-
ed the throne, how she attained virtual immortality, how she learned the priest-
hood's secrets, and how Adam's second wife, Hve, entered the scene--~these events
are woven into en ingenious and well-told tale. The authors give vivid sketches
of a civilization that had mastered such problems as artificial lighting and
wireless communication, where astrology was an exact science., Adem's First Wife
is certainly not without faults, however. Motivations are sometimes haphazard
end once or twice even clumsy; the leading characters somehow lack suthentic
depth, and the supporting cast is colorlessly two-dimensional; and colloquialism,
that delicate gpicc of fiction, is overused frequently. Yet I rccommond the book
despite these shortcomings, for the authors impress we as aiming at no higher
purpose than pleasant, light entertainment, and they have certainly hit the mark,
If you are sesking meaty reading fare this is to be shied away fron; but if you
wigsh merely to while away a few leisure hours, Jane and Robert Speller's spright-
ly prose is the fitting answer to your need.

John Kendrick Bangs' Alice in Blunderland (1907): This slim work, subtitled "an
Iridescent Dream," tells how alice, falling aslesp in her nursery in the accept-
ed Lewis Carroll fashion, dreams of the country of Blunderland, Here, miscella-
nenrus Carroll cheracters are dragged by Mr., Bangs through 124 pages of sheer
boredom, It is to be doubted that either their allegedly humeorous conversation
or some ineptly banal satire on muricipal politics could have been interesting
even forty years ago, when the book first appeared. The illustrations by Albert
Levering are undistinguished, but they are yet so much better than the context as
to seem aluost mediocre by comparison, Bangs never sired a more migserable abor-
tion than this one.

R. DeWitt liller's Forgotten liveteries (1947): Readers of fantasy probably re-

member iir, lidller as the author of several science-fiction stories; but bhe is

knovm to & wider audience as the writer of one of Cgronet magazine's most popu-

lar columns, which bore the same title as this book, Likeo the works of the late

Charles Fort, Forgotten Mysteries is a collection of sirange happenings, stubborn

and unconventional anachronisms that will not conform to +the order of a modern
{concluded on page 58)
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The Immortal Storm

A History of Science-Fiction Ffandom

by
Sam Moskowitz

(part 7)

XIX
‘The Rise of British Fandom

Wie have read allusions to Britain's growing strength in the science-
fiction fan world, What then of Ingland? How had she progressed since the early
days of 1933 when her only organization was the British Science Fiction Associa-
tion, merely & closed circle of correspondents which had glorified itself with a
title?

liany of the country's writers whose work had appeared in American fan-
tasy magazines were real fans of tremendous enthusiasm. Such names as John Rus=
goll Fearn, John Beynon Harris, Festus Pragnell and A. M, Low were in evidence,

Much science-fiction and fantasy fiction had seen Pritish publication
in book form, but otherwise it was confined to juvenilities in "onny dreadfuls,”.
For example, the British author Iric Frank Russell, addressing o fan gathering in
the United otates durinc his visit in 1939, cited an cdition of Mickcy Mouse lag-
azine as the chief exponent of the gcience-fiction art in preiodical form prior
to the inception of Gillings' Tales of llonder.

karly in 1934 there appeared on the scene a letter-sized weekly publi-
cation knowvm as Scoops. The only weekly professional science~fiction periodical
to appsar, it staggered througn some twenty consecutive issues before its col-
lapse. In wost of the early nuwbers the authors of the stories were not given,
British writers apparently preferring anonymity to heving their names---or even
nom de plumes~~-agsociated with material of this nature, Toward the end of its
existence Scoops improved the quality of its fiction and took on a less juvenile
air, About this time,; too, such recognized authors as A, Conan Doyle, A.lf. Low,
John Russell Fearn and P. E. Cleator commenced to appear in its pages, But the
early taint of sensationalism and juvenility had turned meny readers irrevocably
against the magazine, The editor claimed to have been graduelly building up an
entirely new clientele, and felt that had he been allowed to continue a bit long-
er he would have been catering to a stable fan audience---but the shift of policy
was too late., Too late, too, the editor had bepun to organize a fan club threugh
the magazine, similar in nature to Amorica's Science Fiction Ieague, DBy so ner-
row a margin did Britain losc an earlier fandom,

Thus, the only outlet for activc British fans prior to 1936 was parti-
cipation in imcrican activities, and this sms obviously difficult, However, John
Russell Fearn ran numerous columns in Fentasy Maguzine on "scientifilms" and the
gtate of science-fiction in his country., And in the latter issues of the same
journal Gillings hed @ regular column on British affairs having a fantasy slant,
Edwvard J, Carnell was also active, contributing material to The Science Fiction
Uritic, arciurusg and The Scicnce Fiction News.

But British fandom as we know it did not spring into life until Wonder

tories began its Science Fiction League. lmny British fans, sometimes through

devious means, obtained and read regularly the American fantasy magazines, and
when the SFL was anncunced they did not lose their chence to organize, Douglas
Moyer of Leeds was the first to apply for a charter for & British chapter, By
early 1935 he had his chapter running with such prominent fens as J,ilichacl Ros-
onblum, Harold Gottcliffe and C. Bloom on its roster. The Leeds SFL soon became
the largest and most active chapter in the British Isles as a result.

By mid-1935 the Nuneaton chapter, headed by lurice K, Hanson, had been
formed, About the same time the Liverpool chapter, which was of importance only
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insofar as it solidified British fandom as a whole, was also organized,

an additional large chapter was formed a little later, This was headed
by Jack Beaumont of Yorkshire, Beaumont had been a member of the American ISA,
and had for & time even planned to start 2 British chapter of that organization.
By early 1937 he had obteined six members for his S5FL chapter, This was unique
among British groups inasmuch as it was predominately composed of science~hobby-
ists, And, similar to like American groups attempting to subordinate science-
fiction to the active practice of science, this one soon collapsed under its own
inertia, Indeed, the closest approach of science-hobbyists to being on im-
portant force in British fandom was the Dritish Interplanetary Society, which was
subscribed to by many of the country's prominent fans,

Once organization had been begun, it was but a matter of time before
England's first fan magazine put in its appearance. One might have cxpected it
to come from the chapter first formed-~~Locds~~-but it did not. In ilarch, 1936
laurice . hangon and Donnis A. Jacques of the Nuncaton SFL founded Novae Terrae
and captured the honors, While in no ways comparable to The Time Traveller and
Fantasy Magazine, Novae Terrae did compare oxtremely favorably with guch imerican
efforts as The Science Fiction Critic, The Science Fiction News, etc. It had tho
advantage of being edited by fans avcraging four or morce yeers oldér than typ-
ical aAmerican fans of the time, The magazine appeared on & religiously monthly
schedule, its mimeographed pages and quarto size giving it a unigue personality,
To the younger members of chaotic fmerican fandom in 1937 it appeared a bit too
stiff, dry and formalj this, of course, was because fans in the United Statesvere
gradually turning away from science-fiction in general and becoming interested in
fans as personalities, The prowinent British enthusiests of the day werc contri-
butors to Novae Terrae, VWalter H. Gillings, Edward J. Carnell, Leslic J. John-
gon, D. R. Smith, Dougles W. F. Meyer, Eric Frank Russolly, J. Michael Rosenblum,
Festus Pragnell and John Russell Fearn were among them, The Vreight of the major-
ity of the country's fans was behind the publication, and British fandom lacked
neither writing nor analytical ability.

Proud of their progress, certuin of their future, English fans did not
hesitate to criticize their American cousins when the need arose, They found
their opportunity when Forrest J. Ackerman contributed an article titled "Esper-
anto: its Relation to Scientifiction" to the August, 1936 issue of Novae Terras,
In this, Ackerman exhorted British fans to turn to Esperanto, warning thcm that
if the entire planet did not speak one common lenguage by the time the Mertians
made their first landing the results would be disastrous; for the Martians, un-
doubtedly of an older civilization, would have anything but respect for peoples
having dozens of different languages with no hard and fast rules of pronuncia=~
tion and words meaning three or four different things. It was essential for the
world to usperantocize immedietely, so that the Yartians would be able to compre-
hend this simple, new languwage whon they arrived, ctc., ctc,

British fans wore as one in indignation at fckormen's article. They
felt that ne was in some obscure fashion showing his contempt for them by pre~
senting an article no intelligent mind could stomach, Spearheading this rapidly
ascembled opposition was no less a light than Carnell. He maintained that

eeoif Forrest J. Ackermen can write scientifilm notes for a
society calling itself the World Girdlers'International Sci-
e¢nce League Correspondence Club, surely all the fans in Eng-
land are worthy of more than a mere Hsperanto article. After
all, the British Gsperanto Association spreads its propagon-
da thoroughly over these isles. ...bocause we arcn't a very
progressive scicnco-fiction country as yot,American fens are
apt to treat us too lightly, forgetting that eny nows of sci-
enco-fiction happonings in their country is cagerly sought
after herc, so that wc may build this country into as onthu=-
siastic a body as tho Use Seases
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Carnell went on to say that he had heard Ackerman would not write an article un-
less he were paid for it, and that fans were "already asking" how much he had re-~
ceived for this one., (Needless to say, the World Girdlers' International Science
League Correspondence Club was a classic of absurdityj nothing ever came of it,)

The Docember, 1936 issue of Novae Terrag printed "Whither Ackermankind ;'
in which Ackerman turned on his opposition, In reply to D.R. Smith, who had at-
tacked his distortion and clipping of the language in en article entitled "Hands
0ff English" (vhich vwas later reprinted in the Americun Science Fiction Critic),
he offered the weak defense that the tremendous amount of work he did necessitat-
od his using overy short cut availablc, and that ho folt Time magazino, for ox-
ample, did more coining endcorrupting in a week than he could hope to accomplish
in & year. He stated his intention, moreover, of "filosofically" carrying on,
introducing inevitable "futuristic forms," To the accusation of demanding pay-
ment for erticles in fan magazines he made the only defense in print that this
historian has ever seen:

It seems, unfortunate, one receives considerable erroneous
information, Porson who told you I never write article un-
less paid was uninformed or misinformed optimisgt. I only
wish it were truc! Picture yourself in my position: approxX
thirty amateur imaginative mags already in existence; new
paufs popping up at frequent intervals. and publishers of
about every one of these periodicals writing me=---friendly,
but fundless--~requesting articles on Tsperanto or fantasci-
ence films or allied subjects.

What am I expected to do dear friend? Ten years
nows I've becn effervescently enthusiastic ebout stf. and,
after college, commenced putting into practice idea I'd con=-
ceived some time long before~-~briefly that of ‘"hanging out
wy shingle" as world's first professional "scientifictionist" !
Weening to weke . Iiving es authority on scientifiction field,
I've enlarged that since to scientifantasy field as outlined,
But it's 'floppo's For this pioneer in newest and most noble
profession is expected to give away gratis products of time
and 'training’,

The staff of Novae Terrae called a helt to the debate, stating that
both sides of the question had been represented. But the damage had been done,
and in England as well as the United States Ackerman had become unpopular with
the new group of fans.

_ In Leeds, meanvhile, Douglas Mayer was supporting the idea of holding
the first sciencc-fiction conferencc. At first more centralized sites then Lecds
were considercd, but thoso were finally ebandoned since this chaptor, having tho
largest mombership of any in Inglend and being composed, perhaps, of the coun-
try's most cctive fans could more cosily make arrangements in its own city. Thore
was to bo no foe for entry to this convention, Hovever, fans were required to
write in advance for tickets, Publicity and speakers were arranged for, many of
the nation's most prominent fantasy authors promising to attend. There were many
pressing problems before British fandom, and there seemed little doubt but that
this conference would unify all its elements, leaving the group free to viork co-
operatively toward a common goal,

On Sunday, January 3, 1937, then, the first British science~fiction
conference was held, Hopes for e banner turn-out wore blasted, howevor, by an
opidomic of influenza then prevalent., Many promincnt authors ang fans deccidodat
tho lagt moment not to attend bocouse of this., But to the young, growing Prit-
ish fandom an attondance of twenty was virtually cqual to a thousand. At 10230
thet morning Herbort Warnes, thc chairmen, called the proccedings to order end
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:hen asked Douglas W. F, layer to read messages to the delegates which hed been
received from Professor A. M. Low, Dr. Olaf Stapledon, the Oklahoma Scientifiction
Association, John Russell Fearn, l'estus Pragnell and H. G, Wells.,

Valter H. Gillings gave the first talk of the day, recounting how very
close he had come to convincing Newnes, Ltd. of the feasibility of issuing a pro-
fessional science-fiction magazine., Plans had been abandoned at the eleventh hour
because of Newnes' fear of comyctition in the form of American "pulps" remainder-
ed in Britain. later on Gillings outlined his plans for a projected printed fan
magazing to be titled Scientifiction, This was to bo tho most eolaborate fan ef-
fort Britain had yet produced---and, it might be added, the magazine actually did
eventually appear.,

sdward J, Carnell spent most of his talk belittling Amer<ican fans and
their activities and warning Britons against repeating the blunders of their over-
seas bretiaren.

lMaurice K, Hanson, editor of Novae Terrae, briefly outlined the histo-
ry of the Wuneaton SFL chapter and of its publication.

after recessing for dinner the main business of the day was reached.
Mayer proposed that "a British non-commercial organization should be formed t o
furthor science-fiction"; this :otion was promptly seconded by Carnell and passed
unanimously, After some discussion it was decided to name the organization "The
Science Fiction Association) and Hanson agreed that Novae Terrae should become the
new c¢lub's official organ., The choice of president was left open (even H.G.Vells
being suggested for the post), but lMayer was appointed secretary with .arnes his
assistant. The customary high-sounding idealism voiced with the launching of such
organizations was forthcoming, and everything proceeded with apparent unanimity,
even to the passing of a resolution that fsn® @ dissolve all connections with
Jmerican clubs and throw in their lot with tne 5Fa.

Despite its meager attendance the conference was eminently successful
and the plans it decided upon were within a short time to mature. But into the
gscene now sprang discord, At the January 24, 1937 meeting of the Leeds chapter
Mayer moved that the club secede from the Science Fiction League and henceforth
call itself the Leeds ScienceFiction .ssociation. He mentioned that cutting all
tieg with aimerican groups had been stipulated in the SFA prospectus. Then-=-per-
haps for the first time---~many of the members began to realize the significancc of
this resolution, Association with fmerica in the past had been pleasant and of-
ten to mutual advantage. Was it necessary to drop these ties in order to show
loyalty to the British club? There was opposition, then, to liayer's motion, but
it was passed nevertheless, Opponents promptly eallied under the leadership of J,
YMichael Rosenblum and Harold Gottcliffe, and when the smoke had cleared there were
two clubs in Leeds---one under the SFi banner and the other still flying the old
SFL emblem, But when Gottcliffe announced that his group was still Dbehind most
of the principles of the SFA and wes continuing to solicit memberships for it as
usual the initial fires subsided. UNevertheless, members of the new Leeds SFL were
in a fashion outcasts from British fandom for a time.

Mayer, on his part, issued & Science Ficticn Bibliographys which list-
ed a selection of fantasy books. It was the first of its type to be issued i n
Britain and the second in fandom ms & whole (the first ran serially in the Ameri-
can Science Fiction Digest ), and though pitifully incomplete compared to those
which were to follow was a strong effort for its period. Ifayer's group also paid
B vigit to the London branch of the SFA (which had been orgenized since thg .con-
ference under the leadership of Eric Williems), onc of its strongest chapters;was
progressing healthily with such names as Arthur C. Clarke, William F. Tomple and
Konncth Chapuman on its rostcr. TFor a time, several of these London fans rented an
apartment together, the first instance recorded of fans banding together in "Futu-
rian House" fashion,

The SFA continued to prosper, The Los nngeles SFL, which entirely ig-
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nored the Arerican scene during the chnos of early 1937, sent enough memberships
to the o5Fa to qualify Los ingeles as the first overseas chapter. Thus the only
group in tne United States poverful enough to grasp leadership during troubled
times turned far-sighted eyes away from the local scenes to form a link with the
virile new blood of England.

amateur Science Stories, o legal-sized fan magazine composed of rfan-
written fiction chosen by a board of review, was another project the S5Fa consum-
mated, Three issues appeared and several stories it carried were later reprint-
ed by proressionnl publications in Britain and awerica, The club library was
growing steadily and a librarian was busy shuttling books out to members at an
ever -increasing rate., Rritiah fanw had no.objection to obtaining their reading-
matter gratis and the club library was constantly being utilized~--in contrast to
American groups, where a club library is a formality, few American fans being
satisfied with less than complete ownership of their books and magazines.

With its February, 1937 number Novae Terrae began complete coverage of
SFA activities. Plans for printing the magazine professionally had to be aban-
doned for lack of funds, but despite this England did not lack a fine printed fan
journal, Gillings, who had failed by a narrow margin to interest Newnes in pub-
lishing a professional science-fiction periodical, had also foiled in his scecond
attempt along tho same lines when the projected Little Science Stories didd te-
fore appearing when its financial backer perished in an automobile accident, His
announcement at the Leeds conference of a printed fan magazine was not premature,
however, for shortly thersafter his Scientifiction: the British Fantasy Review
appeared. This was a superb effort, surpzssing in clearness of impression and
absence of typographical errors all fan productions save America's Amateur Cor-
respondent, The material featured was mogtly staff-written. To the American fan
of average experience much of the information wasa little dated, but for his Eng-
cougin it was ideal. Scientifiction indulged in no hazy references or vague gen-
eralities, but proceeded on tue assumption that the reader knew nothing and must
have everytuing explained, ‘'Inis was done in its news columns, book reviews and
other features., Julius Schwartz, who had turned down offers of scveral American
fan magazines to carry on his popular Fantasy I'apazine column, “The Seience Fice
tion Eyoe," virtually offered it to Gillings, who carried it in the magazine's fi-
nel issues. ©So again was manifest the tendency for leadors or formsr leeders in
Ameorican fandom to 1 e% . the home boys muddle through as best thoy could while
thoy jumped on the British band-wazon. Scicntifiction also gained distinction by
publishing the only biograrhy and photograph of vlaf Stapledon, famous author of
lagt and rirst Men, ever to appeer in a fan magazine.

It is entirely possible that Gillings, in publishing Scientifiction,im
tended to use it in approaching publishers as showing his familiarity with fan-
tasy fiction and its background, his ready contacts with its authors, his knowl-
edge of tie reading public's tastes. Credence is lent to this view by the an-
nouncement & few months later that Gillings had contacted the Werld's Work firm,
which was to publish a quarterly ocience-fiction magezine to he titled Tales of
Wonder.,

and so it was that Brjitish fandom itself created its owm professional
science~fiction magazine., This,the elinching argument that the fans themselves,
though regularly sneered at by professional editors, were in no way dependent on
existing professional periodicals., Few individuals--~in fandom or out of it---
absorbed this legson of applied enthusiasm.

in Tales of Wonder Gillings again advanced on the assumption that the
reader knew nothing and that all elementary scientific facts must be included in
the stories. Advanced "thought-variants" (such as editor Tremaine so success=
fully used in Astounding Stories in 1934-6) werc definitely out. But Gillings
was sympathetic to the efforts of the more talented members of British fandom,
giving many of them a real boost into professionalism,
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In the spring of 1937 the organ of the 5FA intended as its "front" ap~
peared., It was entitled Tomorrow, and had as its forerunner several issues of
The Science Fiction Cazette. Tomorrow boasted a printed cover, and was mimeo-
graphed extremely neatly in purple ink. It carried articles on science end sci-
ence-fiction and devobted a litile spacc to regular columns. DMayer was editor.

The membership of tiue Ucience Fiction associution continucd to increasc
so that by the end of 1937 ovor cighty fans had enrollcd. About two hundrcd cop-
jos of Novac Torrac were being mailed out. The 3FA is believed to have gained
eventually an international membership of 120---one of the highest ever claimed
by a fan club, As 1937 drew to a close British fandom was laying plans for their
second conference, to be held in London.

For its size and latc . start, the British were by all comparisons far
ahead of American fandom in unity, quality and general maturity,

XX
Renaigsance

In America little rustlings became apparent in the debris of the old
ordor; grouwn plants began to sprout from the rot of dead wood., These werc insig-
nificant at first and lacked unified pattorn---but thoy were to bhe of great ime-
portancy to scicnce=-fiction fandom,

Of the old groups, fev had survived, There was, of course, Wollheim,
with his comparatively inactive circle of adherents~--Michel, Pohl, Dockweiler,
Kyle and others--~who could be pricked into life long enough to help him in some
feud, but who were of little or no general help to fandom at large, There was
@lso the rhiladelphia Science-tiction Society, fronted by Bamltadonis and Madle,
who wers carrying on a vigorous correspondcence witn other fans scattared through-
out the country. Iorris Dollens, after a delay of some months, began reissuing
The Sciency Fiction Collector in slightly improved form, However,it still seem~
ed to deal more with the fans themselves than with science-fiction,

In April, 1937 Olon F. Wiggins, still embittered by previous failures,
but equally determined to distribute his Science Fiction Fan, revived the maga-
zine in hektographcd form---slcimpy, uninspirod, its Dollens covers its main at-
traction, With the May, 1937 number Wiggins announced that no subscriptionsamil-
er than one dollar would be accepted, Today, such a note would not seem so un-
usual, but in those times, with the country scarcely pulling out of a depression
long enough to slump into & recession, when a fifteen-dollars~a-week jobums con-
sidered good pay, and with the average fan having very little spending monoy---
this was un outragcous demand. It was the morc so becausc the fan of 1937 rolig-
cously collccted every fan journal issucd. Nothing was morc horrible in the mind
of the fan of that day than missing an issuo. Not even feuds reached the extreme
where one fan would cancel another's subscription and refund him his money, Wig-
ginsy in caustically turning away subscriptions of less thsn a dollar, made it
virtually impossible for many to subscribe, MNany fans hated him bitterly on this
account, though it was not generally realized that Wiggins sent fres copies 1o
many sinply because he believed they were sincerely interested in getting thc mag-
azing, nuver remitting a bill. Nevertheless during 1937 Wiggins was not highly
thought of, and though he manugced to got his Scivnce Fiction Fan out with month-
ly rogularity only Wollheim cvor contributed any material to its pagoss the rost
was scraps cullcd from chancy sourccs,

plowly ncw names bugan to make thomsolves apparcnt~--or as apparcnt as
anything could be amid tho publishing decarth of the times The February 14, 1937
issuc of The Sciecnce Fiction Collector announced that Sam kioskowitz had contribe
utcd a story and throc crticles, and simultaneously liiller's Phantastique carri-
ed the notice that Alex Oshercff and Sam lLioskowitz, two Newark fans, were to is-
sue a fan magazine entitled Helios. Ioskowitz had helped organize the Newark SFL
chapter in July, 1935, and had attempted to get into the active stream of fandom




FANTASY COwl.ENTATOR 55

in early 1936 without success. The fourth anniversary issue of Fantasy lagazine
(which, it will be recalled, was sent to all SIL menbers gratis) proved to be an
open sesawe to the entire fan field, however, and he proceeded to subscribe to
gvery fan journal mentioned. ‘This-led to aquaintanceship with Willer and Blish,
who lived in neighboring towns, and with Osherofi, who lived around the corner,
Though but sixtecn years old, Moskowitz possessed a broad background in scicnce=-
fiction, naving=--like Madle=---collected most of itne professionelly pubtisved mag-
azines and read them all.

At the first convention in New York there had been present & fen known
as Richard khilson, Wilson was & tall, slim, taciturn individual, intelligent in
appearance, whom no one of note had seen or heaord of in fandom previously, His
eighteen years was in contrast to the less meturs fans of fifteen or sixteen, and
he was one of no mean capabilities.,

VWilson helped bring into active fandom another scienco - fiction rcader
whosc namuv he had scon in magazinecs' readers' coluwns, This was stocky, black
haired, blunt James V. Taurasi, wvhose chief asscts sccmed to be energy, embition
and ideas, though sadly unqualified for artistic or liferary pursuits. Taurasi
helped #ilson set type for the latter's Atom, a slim, envelope-sized magszine he
wag issuing. But friendship of enduring quality between the meticulously correct
Wilson and the often uncouth Taurasi seemed out of the question. And it was not
long before Vilson's acid comwents on Taurasi's fuilings severed their initial
friendship. Like many others after him, Wilson failed to discern that Taurasi,
for all his crudities, was an extremely capable and intelligent person, and pos-
sessed like himself a very good background in science-fiction,

These three nomes---Taurasi, Wilson and Moskowitz---woere to be the most
important in the reconstruction of fandom outside of the Philadelphia group,
which worked with them almost as a urit,

Fandom at first atteupted to revive the printed journal, patterning its
offorts aftor Wollhcin's widget-sizod Phantagrapin. Wilson issued The Atom on his
own press, this being a good effort for a first attempt., Moskowitz and Osheroff
paid Wilson three dollars to print their first eight~paged Helios, which boasted
a linoleum cut on the cover; this cut was the work of Dollens, with whom losko-
witz had struck up a strong friendship, It, too, vms reasonably good for a fimt
number, though following a trend of the times in being more of a magazine about
fans than about science-fiction., Kirby, who had failed so concluvsively to make a
success of his Fantasy Fiction League, now presented a one-paged, printed, month-
ly news-sheet titled The Science Fiction World:; the second issue was promptly
reduced to the six by four-and-a-half inch size then prevalent, All three of
these titles had one thing in common: they lasted for but two numbers in printed
format., The Science Fiction World gave up the ghost without bothering to refund
outstanding subscriptions, The Atom folded with a third number partly completed.
Helios, after a second issue printed by Stickney, announced that it would hence-
forth continue as a hektographed journal,

It was obvious that printing was an impossible medium, There simply
was not enough support to be had to pay for printing even the most modest fan
megazine, The initial cost of mimeogrephing equipment also vms steep in those
troubled days. 3So fans arrived at the conclusion that hektographing ims the only
solution to their problems.

worris Dollens then became the center oi attraction, For the first
time he received sizeable literary and artistic contributions from fans who had
few other outlets for their work save his Science Fiction Collector., DBecause of
this sudden prosperity he increased the size and number of pages of the magazine,
producing a first anniversary issue tkat was such an improvement over past num-
bers as to cause fans to look up and take notice. The next---the thirteenth---
number saw the Collector as it should have been~--a mature, entertaining, intel-
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ligent publication, nore than holding its own with others in the field. The con-
tents-page read like a Who's Wwho of fandom at tae time, with material by Stiles,
Dollens, Wollheim, Kyle, Beck, Boltadonls, Chapman and Moskowitz, But coopera-
tion had come too late, for the issue also contnined an editorigsl announcing the
magazine's discontinuance,

Then did the end of American fandom seem very near indeed. Here, and
on all other sides, every attenpt ended in collapse, But the darkest hour is al-
ways just before the dawm,

Dollens announced that he had given full rights to the title Science
Fiction Collector to a prominent fan who wished for & time to keep his identity
secret. Iinally, however, the facts leaked cut. Baltadonis, aspiring Fhiladel-
phia artist and former associate editor of The Fantagy Fiction Telepram, was the
one who aad received all rights to Dollens’ Coliector, Soon afterward there came
word that the first revived issue under new editorship "would be the best hekto-
graphed fan magazine ever.” This boast was met with much cynicism, and the sum=
mer of 1937 dragged on, the sliu hope of fandom resting on Paltadonis' energy,
anbition and ability, with no rallying-points appearing elsciwhere,

heanwhile, Moskowitz had contacted Corwin Stickney, who lived in Belle=
ville, New Jersey, about five miles from his houme, This acquaintanceship was
comonted into friendship by the hard cash lioskowitz paid him to nrint the second
numbor of Helios, Moskowitz's eim was to win Stickney beck to fundom's causo,
and in this he was modcrately succcssful, becoming an unofficial editor of TFhe
Amateur Correspondent in the sense that he had a good deal to say about its po-
licy thenceforward, Ocience-fiction articles and features began to reappear; a
fan magazine review popped bacl inj; art work by fans was accepted; and, in the
journal's final issue, the infamous "Hobbyana" column was ousted,

in correspondence iioskowitz carried on a vigorous defensecf Stickney's
attitude toward Conover, particularly vehement exchanges being made with Wolle
heim, who was heading the Sticlkney attackers. 1In his attitude lMoskowitz w a s
guided by the fact that regardless of past events shattered fandom could not af=
ford to lose a magazine like The Amateur Corresvondent. In reply to Wollheim's
assertion that what Sticknoy had done was "contemptible and sneaky" he revealed
what he had learncd of the break with Conover. The deadline for receiptcﬁ mete=
rial for the third number had been reached and passed with nothing for it having
been roceived from Conovor, who had ignored repcated pleas. Ordinarily, dcadlinos
for fan journals are flexible in thse exfreme (1f not an editoriaml affectation),
but the Lorrespondent happened to be one of the very few financed by its adver-
tising, and hence its publication could not be delayed. Stickney therefore scrap-
ed together what material he could, writing a story himself under the pen namc of
Philip Sutter, and proccaded to print the issuo,. Whilec thus occupicd a part of
the promised contents belatedly arrived from Conover, Feeling him to be unreli-
able, nowever, Stickney severed all ties with him, The hue and cry that arose
from Conover filled the fan world with indignation, and since Stickney hed at no
time made clear his side of the story his silence wus accepted as a full eonfes-
gion of guilt, Through publicizing the truth of the matter kioskowitz succeeded
in winning over such fans as lindle, Dollens, Baltadonis, Weir and Ifiller to his
side of the controversy,

lioekowitz was also courting Claire Beck in an attempt to induce him to
let his Science Fiction Critic serve ms a rallying-point for American fandom, but
Beck's opinion of fans of the time was still low, so that he felt he would be
stooping to their level regardless of the cause, lioskowitz did help seal a cow
operation pact between Beck and Stickney, however, though he failed in inducing
them to go much further. He managed to placs his articlus ir both of their mage
azines, which, nlong with appoarances in other journsls of the time, holpcd huild
hig roputation as a wrltor in the fan world., Tho article in the Critic, titled
"ias Weinbaum Gremt?" (in which lloskowitz decided in the negative ) wa s replied
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to by Robert W. Lowndes with an &rticle "Weinbaum Was Great," Although Lowndes'
reply was politely formal the incident may have ingtilled in his mind & subcon-
scious dislike for Moskowitz which was to result in an overt attack at = later

b In late August, 1937 the first issue of the new Science [iction Col-
lector appeared under the editorship of Paltadonis and staffed by Train, Madle
end Moskowitz, The result set the fan world agog and unified its struggling rem-
nants, For Balftadonis had done the near-impossible: not only was the Collector
‘ahead of the old inscfar as quality of material was concerned, but Dollens' hek-
tography had actually been surpassed, Some of the most important names of fandom
were contributors, and in the space of cne issue the Science Fiction Collector
became the leading represontative fan journal,

At about the samo time the first issue of Cosmic Tnles Quarterly, cdit-
ed and published by James V. Taurasi, made its appearance. Taurasi had attempted
to produce Junior Science Fiction earlier in the year, but had never comple ted
the number; however, he mailed out fragments of this abortive journal with +the
bulky Cosmic Teles Quarterly. This latter contained fiction written by Taurasi,
Wilson, hyle and Edward E, Schmitt (the actual neme of a real individual), Wil=
son's effort in particular showed narrative ability, and the mere thought of the
amount of work involved in producing the number was enough to give ths magazine
e leading position among the scanty ranks of fan publications.

Beltadonis, in an attempl to intoegrate the numerous titles produced by
the PSFS, announced the Comet rublications banner. In addition to the Collector
this embraced Imaginative I'iction, originally carbon-copied but now reappearing
in small helkitographed formut; pcience adventure otories, a brainchild of Dollens
which he never issued, but now brought out by Bzltadonis; and The Prain, a pam-
phlet of three stories by Oswuld Train, copiously and colorfully illustrated but
typographicelly all but unreadable,

Taurasi followed Baltadonis' lesad with Cosmic Publications, whose lon-
gevity through many vicissitudes proved phenomenal. He listed under this bannor
Cosmic Talos, Phantasy World, Future Science Storicss Solar and Tempopossibili-
tics. aside from the first title, the only one actually to mppear was 5olar,
which won a Fantasy Amateur Press Associmntion award some time later, Taurasi
also contempleted further issues of Legion Parade and Phantasv Vorld, as he huad
taken over the Phantasy Legion from Kyle; hovvever, he soon lost intorest in this
organization, and nothing ever came of his plans,

liogkowitz now metamorphosed his printed Helios to a hektographed jour-
nal of a greater number of pages, This third number had a definite literary tone,
and featured contributions from David H, Keller, John Russell Fearn, Clark Ash-
ton Smith and other notables. A collectors' column by Louis C. Smith was begun,
The nows sections listed over two dozon tales and poems ¢f H. P, Lovecraft to be
printed posthumously by Weird Inles, along with the list of stories returned by
Amezing otories to reduce its overstocked condition, There were also critical
articles and literary definitions of science-fiction, This number met with some
praise, but loskowitz, roalizing that he was publishing material which could not
hope to reach the audience pruferring it, returnod with the noxt Helies to its
former policy of catering to the fans, This reached its culmination in the fifth
issue, and coused an immediate rise in the magazine's circulation, If Loskowitz
had convinced no one else, he had convinced himself that the fans of 1937 were
interested not in the literary side of fantasy fiction or its publishers, but
solely in themselves~~-their personalities, the uniqueness of their type, Many,
for oxample, collocted fan magazines exclusively, cering not o bit for the pro-
fessional fantasy publications. And no doubt o largo part of this attitude can
be traced to the poor quality of the latter, which were sinking gradually at the
time toward & new literary nadir,

(to be continued)
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Fantagy---in Top Hat!

by
Thyril L. Ladd

Now and then, fantastic stories have appeared in the "slicks'"~-~-the
"general type" magazines of large circulation---but when two excellent fantastic
tales ara foumd publiched in z single issue this recder believes it 1is an occa-
gion ‘#&xlly out of the ordinary., This happened in the February 8, 1947 issue of
The Saturday Dvening Post, One of these stories is very close to being of sense-~
tional quality! This is "The Green Hills of Earth,"by Robert 4, Heinlein, whose
name is already familiar to fantasy readers.

Heinlein's story is told with rare skill~--a fascinating accoeunt of
Rhysling, the blind vagabond winstrel of the spaceyays. In Rhysling, Heinlein
has created a character so appealing that he might well be used as the hero of a
geries of tales---for it seems B shame for so unusual a characterizationtoappear
in but one. We are told nothing outright of the ancient planet lars, or of its
great, crumbling metropolises. Vhat we do learn is gathered entirely by infer-
ence, hy chance bits of description and comment given here and there., From these
each reader creates his own wentzl picture of a world which grew in time so old
that only the largest structures and engineering works remain to tell of a race
that passed away many dim centuries ago,.

Fundamentally, "The Green Hills of Zarth" is a tale of a great heroism
-~-0r, more properly, cf two great heroisms: in one of which Rhysling lost his
sight, in the other of which he lost his life, still singing, But, while the
story is interesting and exciting, the chief charm lies in the way it is told---
wo realize almost within the f{irst few words that we are reading of the far fu-
ture, but heinlein uses no bald statement to say that action takes place in such
and such a year,

and not to be forgotten is the fact that the story is presented by The
Saturday Evening Post with a tvo-page illustration in colors done by Fred Lude-
keng; this is one of the most impressive illustrations which this writer hes ever
scen assaciated with fantesy fiction, Ludekens' conception of what liarc looked
like is atiractively logical, and the reader is tempted to spend almost as much
time studying this magnificent illustration as in recding the story. hn. . a 1l
weys, one feels that "The Green Hills of Tarth" is a mejor achievement in fomtasy.

The other fantasy in this issue is "The Thirteenth Trunk"by Vida Jame-
son, whose fether, the late lielcolm Jameson, is also an author well known to
readers of the genre, It is a whimsical, amusing tale--~-yet not without com-
panion eleuments of strangeness and the unknown, The action takes place in the
office of & large coal company during o severe blizzerd, On tho telephone oper-
ator's switchboard only twelve of the trunk lines have ever been connocted up by
the phonc compuny. So, whon the operator inemdvertontly plugs into the thirtceunth
and a weird, unearthly voice promptly answers---it ig rather uncanny! Aand irom
then on the plot really moves. This is a well~written, clever, short stcry, and
is amusingly illustrated in color by Hook,

all in all, this issue of the Post is & must for the fantasy collecten
In the forepart of the number, moreover, there is a write-up of Heinlein, accom-

panied by an excellent photograph, as well as a similar account and photograph of
Fred Ludckens.

«==000===
Tips on Tales=--concluded from page 48

and reasonable world, They are neatly and authenticelly documented, and, unlike
Fort's, presented in a clear and direct manner with no excess verbiage, lMost im-
portant of all, however, is the fact that Mr, Miller has no axe to grind. He re-
cords the facts as they are, allowing the reader to do his own spoculating. Top-
ics alrwady thoroughly hashed over---such as tho diseppearance of tho Marie Col-
pgsto---arv tastefully eschowed in prefcronce to now material,
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COBLENTZ, wtanton A,

When the pirds Fly South

1411 Valley, California and New Vork: The Wings Press, 1945, 223pp., 19 cm, 43,

Review: when listening to the music of Debussy, for example, one has the famil-
iar mental expericnce of trying to capture the meaning beyond and beneath the
surface sounds, Something of this same elusive quality permeates the mind of the
reader in perusing the Coblentz novel under discussion. It is poetry, bolstered
and rofined by a healthy sunsu of reality as well, The spirit of the story will
romind many scnsitive porsons of Hudson's classic Groen lipnsions but with this
difference: Coblentz lives in no ivory tower, Never in his highest flights of
fantasy does one lose the comfortable feeling of the real world surrounding him,
This is & winor literary tour-de-force, especially when one considers that the
most intimate strings of cosmic fear and mystery are subtly plucked at certain
points in the tale,

This could have beun just anothor "lost race” novel, Onc shudders to
think what certain worthies who spccializo in this brand of writing might have
produced with a similar plot. They eschew all niceties of charccterization and
atmosphere, Remote plausibility, o rational sense of proportion, even the read-
er's basic intelligence are all considerations most minor., Out of this familiar
Sargasso let us consider for & moment the dogmas and rigid conventions which have
appeared und reappeared with such tiresome regularity, There is always o mighty
hero, brawny and courageous, to whom gore and striiec are as meat and drink, At
every turn he is harried by perilg---human and otherwise=---but he always conquers
and escapes by a combination of force, agility and blind luck. Forsthought or
subtle mental processes are taboo. There must also be a ravishing and exotic
heroine with a low forehead but with satisfactory development in all other ime-
portant parts of her anatomy. In spite of the considerable barricrs of different
language and a culture frequently millennia older (or younger) than his end ut-
terly alien in concept, these two of necessity reach a rapid and thorough under-
standing., Religion, royal preropgatives, fomily, educction ond cosmically diver-
gent type of mind count for naught with the lovers when weighed against the ir-
resigstible power of sweet romance. & prime requisite is a Machiavellian prince,
king or high priest who may or may not covet the girl but who inevitably exhausts
all efforts to the bitter end in an attempt to throw o discord into their sym-
phony., Heedless to add---ho always fails! Near the end of the book there must
t> a groat contest of arms between the hero and a beast or warrior, In some
cases it may be e battle against a neighboring people of agressive instincts or
a struggle against a catastropnic upheavel of nature, In any case the hero---
bruised and bloody---emerges triumphant, Somehow the heroine's coiffure is in-
tact and even her slip doesn't show~-~and the two gaze into a rosy sunset as the
talc closes.

Winen the Birds Fly south spares us these adolescent cliches, and is in
addition a wost literate piece of writing in itself. That Coblentz is a poet be-
comes quite evident from the very first page., His prose sings with an inherent
beauty and the imagery of some of his descriptions is at times almost exquisite,
An aura of cosmic eerieness hovers over certain passecges from the time that Pres-
cott first sights the Cyclopean imege of the stone woman atop the remote Afghan-
istan peak till his melancholy wending down the trail from the hidden valley at
the end. ritiless fate and Srim tragedy ere constantly in the background of the
race, the lbandru, which he discovers there., They are ridden by an insuperable
compulsion end an even deeper mysterys: their mortal necessity for annual migra-
tion southward, All this is integral with their closely~held religion and taboos.
It is an enigma which Prescott can neither penetrate nor share. It may be said
to the author's credit that nothing is ever finally or definitely revealed., It
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must be lefi for each reader to decide who or what the Ibandru were and how they
accemplished the considerable feat of their annual wigration, Of this last and
greatest puzzle Proscott never gleaned more than an inkling in spite of frenzied
and heart-broeking efforts of investigation. The will of the goddess, Yulada,
is no easy citadel for conquest.

A vein of irony and healthy cynicism travels through the story. Des-
pite the apparent all-importance of their religion there are skeptics among tle
Ibandru such as Karem, the brother of the girl Yasma. His belief is far from un-
wavering but he does rot wvorry and goes along cheerfully with the rost of his
people. There is a soothsayer in the person of Hamul-Kemmesh who at first tries
to0 break up the affair betieen Yesma and Prescoit but who proves himself the
equal of our local ward politician in engineering a'deal" when his power and
prestige are imperiled. The devotion of sincere worshippers, arcane tradition
and an eon~old prophecy must be compromised when the holy man's iob is &t stakel
Yet Hamul-Kemmesh is no charlatan---he just hes coumon sense,

The author's artistry is again exemplified in the soundness of his psy-
chology, The Ibandru are a rewote and alien people, and even after Prescott at
long last attains a measure of friendly intercourse with them there is always a
veil he cannot pierce, a step beyond which he may not tread. His relations with
the girl Yasma are a case in point. The normal physical attraction betweon male
and female stirs hor dcoply but there is ever a mental and spiritual barricr scp-
arating tiew, Only out of rosignation and pity for him doos she sadly ignorc tho
toncts of her faith nnd then only with the most torrificd rcluctance., Yasme, in
her profound wisdom, knows the tragic consequences which must ensuej while Pres-
cott, in the blind, egotistical and impetuous ignorance of Western man and his
touted science, plunges, on to the precipice of gorrow, If the ending is a lit-
ural and far more convinzzﬁg than that of the Hilton novel,

Coblentz's work is a book of beauty, depth and quiet power that will be
remembersd long after the final page is regretfully turned. It is a personal
tribute to the asuthor and coertainly deserves an honorcd place in the roster of
distinguishcd novols of fantasy, The reador who looks only at the surface will
find an absorbing and susponscful talec, while he who pecers boncath will discover
a bright synbolism and a rational approach to mygticisme--porhaps cvoen an allc-
gory on mankind and his not too promising futurc.

-==lintthow H, Ondcrdonk,
=000 =wn

Thig~*n'~That~~=continucd from page 38

$2%), published in Britain in 1922, finally is availeble domestically; this news
is more yawn-provoking then anything else, for the novel isn't really worth your
time: it consists mostly of political propaganda, and is made even less palatable
by the author's indecisive handling. Frank Baker's Before I Go Hence: fantagia
on a novel (Coward-McCann, $25) deals with a time-shift, treating a variation on
the Berkeley Square thome in capable fashiong for &1l the careful handling and
acute characterization, however, the book yot remanins but a pale shadow of the
author's curlior Miss Hargreayves, which connoisseurs will remember as one of the
clessic fantagies cf this century. He Dared Not Look Behind by Cledwyn Hughes
(Wyn, 52) is a borderline item dealing with psychological horror and insanity.
Vardis fisher has produced the fourth in his series of novels of prehistoric days
---now dignified with the genernl title "The Testament of lan"---which, sadly to
say, gets worse rather than better as it proceeds; this one, Adam and the Ser-
pent (Vanguard, $22), proves to be a superficial dramatization of a change from
8 matriarchal to a patriarchal society. Crow Field by lMargaret Currier (Double~
(continued on page 74




FANTASY CluwONTATOR 63
Fantasy in 5She lluinsey Periodicals

compiled by
¥illiam H. Evans

(®ditor's note: This is the second---and concluding---installment of a biblio-
graphy begun in Fantasy Commentator #13. The magazine now being considered is

' Arpgosv=all-ytory Ueekly. )

1928 June 30 World Brigands (6) Fred lVacTIsaac
July 7 You've Killed Privacy! Garret Smith
Sepe 8 Madman's Buff Will Ilellorrow
Sops 22 A Brand New World (6) Ray Cummings
Oct. 20 Rain Hagic Erle Stanley Gardner
Nov. 3 Thirty Years late (2) Garret Smith
Dec, 1 The Girl in the Loon (2) Garret Smith
Dec, 29 The Phantom in the Rainbow (6) Slater Lalaster
1929 Jan., 5 lfan o' Dreams Will icliorrow
Jan, 12 Buccaneers of tue Air Bustace L, Adams
Feb, 2 Horror on Owl's Hill Theodore Roscoe
lar. 2 The Sea Girl (6) Rey Cummings
}ar. 23 The Woolly Dog (4) J.U, Giesy & J.B, Smith
Apr, 27 Menacing Shadows Bertrand L, Shurtleff
May 11 The Readio Flyers (5) Ralph Milne Farley
June 22 The Shadow Girl (4) Rey Cummings
The Black Friar Theodore Roscoe
July 20 The Planet of Peril (6) Otis Adelbert Kline
July 27 lionkey Zyes Irle Stanley Gardner
Seps 7 Death's Domoin (2) F. Van Wyck liason
Sep, 14 Princess of the Atom (6) Ray Cummings
Sep, 28 He'd Be His Own Son! (3) Gorret Smith
(name chengod to Argosy ieekly)
Oct. 12 Moon Up Theodore Roscoo
Hov.e 2 T'he Snow Girl (2) Ray Cummings
Nove 30 The Darkness on Fifth Avonue Marrey Leinster
Decs 7 The Sky's the Limit (2) Trle Stanley Gardner
Dec, 21 laza of the licon (4) Otis Adelbert iline
Dec. 28 The City of the Blind lurray Leinster
The Plumed Serpent (4) Richard Barry
1930 Feb, 1 The Sapphire omile Loring Brent
Feb, 8 The !an Who Was Two llen (2) Rey Cummings
Feb., 22 The Radio Gun-Runners (6) Ralph liilne Farley
tare 1 The Storm that Hed to bes Stopped lurray Leinstcer
iar, 22 The Blue Cat of Buddha Theodore Roscos
Apr. 12 Sky ladncss Garrett Smith
4pr. 86 The lan in tho Jade llask Loring Brent
June 7 The Radio llenacc (6) Relph lilnc Farlcey
June 14 The lan Who Put Out the Sun Iurray Leinster
June 21 That Cargo of Opium (2) Loring Brent
July 19 4 Year in a Day Erle Stanley Gardner
July %6 The Beast Plants H, Thompson Rich
The lan of Gold (6) Fred !mncIsaac
Aug. 2 The Prince of reril (6) Otis Adelbert uLline
Sep. 13 The Red Germ of Courage R, F. Starzl
Sep. 27 OSpawn of the Comet Otis fdelbert Kline
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25
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13
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19
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17
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25

11
15
15
10
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Diamonds in tie Rough

The Snake Miother (7)

The Hand of Ung

The Walking Shack

Tema of tho ILight Country (3)
When Death Went Blind

Caves of Ocean (4)

The Green Goddess (6)

The Hothouse World (6)

The liaster of lioney

Beyond the Dark hebula

Jan of the Jungle (6)

Vampire (2)

Chinese for Racket (2)

The Unsecn Death

Out of the Silence

Tama, Princess of llercury (4)
The Radio Piratue

Bandits of the Cylinder

Red Twilight (3)

Flyer of Tternal l'idnight

The Voodoo ixpress

The licon Drug

The Jungle Rebellion (6)

The Cave of the Blue Scorpion
The Human Zero

The Disappearance of William Rogers
The Sleep Gas

The Dwellers in the llirage (6)
Prison Planet

Tarzan and the City of Gold (6)
The Insect Invasion (5)
White Oaks

Temple of the Dogs

Helgvor of Blue River (4)

The Radio War (5)

Death by the Clock

The Spot of Life (5)

Pirates of Venus (6)

Burn, Witch, Burn! (6)

The Sting of the Blue Scorpion (5)
Iurder on the lLiike

The Illan-Hunter

New Worlds

Rats of the Harbor (2)

The Swordsman of lars (6)

The Master lagician

Lost on Venus (7)

The Tyrant of Technoéracy (2)
The Earth-Shaker (4)

The Golden City (6)

Sapphire Death (6)

The Finger of Doom

World's nd (3)

The Lost Land of .tzlan (6)
The Iron Maiden
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Allan K. Iichols

A. Merritt

Loring Brent

He E. Duvis

Ray Cummings

Garret Smith

Ralph Milne Farley
J. U, Giesy & J. B. Smith
Fred MocIsanc

Allan K. Tichols
Harl Vincent

Otis Adelbert Kline
Loring Erent

Loring Bront

Allan K. Zchols
Garroct Smith

Ray Cummings

Ralph lilne Farley
Ray Cummings

Harl Virncent

Ray Cummings
Theodore Roscos

R, ¥, Starzl

Ray Cummings

Loring Brent

Brle stanley Gardner
Rey Cummings

liurray Leinster

Ae Merritt

Re Fo Starzl

Zdgar Rice Burroughs
Ray Cummings

J. Allan Dunn

He Bedford-Janes

J.H.Rosny~iine : Geo, Surdez

Ralph llilne Farley
Ray Cummings
fustin Hall
Bdgar Rice Burroughs
A Herritt

Loring Brent
Arthur B. Reeves
H. bedford-Jonss
Irle Stanley Gardner
Ray Cummings

Otis /idelbert Lline
Loring Brent
Idgar Rice Burroughs
Fred lacIsaac
liurray Leinster
Ralph llilne Farley
Loring Brent

Garret Smith
Victor Rousseau

Fred llacIsaac
Williem I7, Rouse
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1934

1935

1936

1937

Sep.
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Tarantula Towaer

The Fire Planet (3)
Terrpz, ok 1the lnseey

The Iast llinute :

The Outlaws of Lars (7)
Gallows*® Reef

Brigands of the Unseen
The Radiant FEnemies
Death on Seadrome Three
War of the Purple Gas (2)
Jungle Girl (4)

The Octopus of Longkeng
Prophet of Death
Forbidden liountain (3)
Tho Torror (3)

The Ledgor of Life (4)
Flood (3)

Zimyi Crater

Kingdom of the Lost (5)
Creep, Shadow! (7)
Earth-llars Voyage 20
Flame of the hast

The Immortals (6)

A Grave liust Be Deep

The Rollers

Jan in India (3)

The lloon Plot

The llonster of the Lagoon (6)
Over the Dragon Wull

The Polar Light

War Dgclared! (7)

Goblin Trail

The llorrison Llonumont
Munumguru

The llonstor from Novhore
Tho Extra Intclligenco
The Witch-lakers

North of the Stars (4)
The Devil in Hollywood
Buccaneers International (3)
The Dead Remember

Tarzan and the lagic Men (3)
Space Station No, 1

The Last Crusade (3)
Hades (3)

Seven Worlds to Conquer

The Book with the Colden Loaves

Eyeo in the Sky

The Valloy of llagic lion
Confidence Flight

Z is for Zombie (6)

The Resurrection of Jimber Jaw
Speak to Me of Death

Locusts from Asie (2)

Ghoat in the Houso

The Smoking Lend (6)

en80ro Zo8Coe

Rry Cummings

ray Cummings
Theodore Roscoe
Otis Adelbert Kline
H, Bedford-Jones
Ray Cummings

R, F, Starzl
Eustace L, Adams
Murray Leinster

H. Bedford~Jones
Loring Brent

Allan Vaughn Taston
J. Allan Dunn
Bustaco L. Adams

Je Ua Gicey & Jo Be. Smith
Ray Cummings

Gordon lacCreagh
Loring Brent

As Merriit

Ray Cummings

Frank Ilorgan llercer
Ralph 14ilne Farley
Thecdore Roscoe
Murray Leinster
Otis Adelbort Kline
Ray Cummings

George F., Worts
Loring Bront

Ray Cummings
Theodore Rescoe

Je Allen Dunn
Murray Lcinster
Theodore Roscoo
Donald Wandroi
I'urray Leinster
Donald Vandrei
Patrick Lee

Dale Clark

Arthur H, Carhart
Robert E, Howard

E. Rs Burroughs
Manly Wade Wellman
Martin MeCall
Lester Dent

Tdgar Rice Burroughs
Alox Koy

Dule Clark

Richard Wormsor
Carl Rathjen
Theodore Roscoe
Idgar Rice Burroughs
Cornell Voolrich
Joel Townsiey Rogers
Dale Clack

George Challis
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At Noon: Beware

Drink We Deep (6)

Kingdom Come (6)

Death is a Far Country

Genius Jones (6)

Carson of Venus (6)

London Skies Are Falling Dowvmn (6)
Featherfingers

Perscus Had a Helmet

The CGolden Glyphs

The Tnchented lLiug

The Red Star of Tarzen (6)
Dehydrox

Three Against the Stars (5)
Round Trip

The Invasion of America (6)
Board Fence

I'11 Be Glad hen You're Dead
Karpen the Jew

The Matchless lr, Mallet
Blue~Beard's Closet

Death Had a Pencil

The Ship of Ishtar (6) (reprint)
The Islc of the Dend
Cleopatra’s amulet

Peabody's Var

Nymphs, Professor

Black Wings by Night

Island in the obky

YMr, Primrose Gocs to the Dovil
The Synthetic Lien of lVars (6)
Snakc-Heud

The Zye of Doom (4)

Detour

The lan Who Hated Lincoln
Nonstop to Mars

The lfan Next Door

Seven Out of Time (6)

The llngic lionkeys

Out to Rest

Just a Dreamer

Minions of the Lioon (3)

Show 1le the Vay to Go Home
The Time Is at Hand

Tomorrow

The Great Green Serpent
Boomerang

Children of Tomorrow

Seven Footprints to Satan (5) (reprint)

Corday and the seven-Leaguoe Boots
Thunderbolt

When the Dyaks Dunce

The Ninth Life (4)

Hear Them Whistles Blowing.
Blood of the silbacore
Bright Flag of Tomorrow
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Carl Rathjen

Arthur Leo Zagat
Martin MeCall

Bary Boru

Lester Dent

Tdgar Rice Burroughs
Gernett Radcliffe
Richard Vormser
Richard Sale

Logan Ancrem

Richard Salse

Gdgar Rice Burroughs
Charles A. Crawford
Eric North

Eustace Cockrell
Frederick C, Painton
Murroy Leinster
Howard Rigsby

Robert M. Leath
Judson By Phillivps
H, Bedford-Jones
Richard Sale

as Lierritt

B, Redford-Joncs

H, Bedford-Jonos
Richard Sale
Villiam P, Tcuplcton
illiam do Steguer
Arthur Leo Zagat
Williem P, Tompleton
Tdgar Rics Burroughs
Theodcre Roscoo
Cornell ‘Joolrich
Nard Jones

Theodore Rogscaoe

Jack VWilliamson

Paul Zrnst

arthur Leo Zagat
Garnett Radcliffe

Ae Me Burrage
Crecighton Poot
/illiem Grey Beyor
J. A. York

o Lo MEh

Arthur Leo Zagat
Paul Ernst

Hugh B, Cave

Lrthur Leo Zagat

Ae Lierritt

Theodore Roscoo

J. A. York

James Francis Dwycr
Jack llann

Richard Sale

Nerd Jones

Arthur Leo Zagat
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Remember Tomorrow (6)
Lords of Creation (6)
The Aztec Heart

The Lonelv “Jorld

The Temple Cats

Let 'Em Xat JSpace

The Golden Boneyard
The Higher They Fly
Star Bright

Maker of Shadows (5)
Minions of Iars (5)
Footsteps Invisible
The Dovil's Well

The Jost of Namcrath
The Green Flame (4)
The liortal Formula

The Last Illusion

Till Doomsday

Thunder Tomorrow

The World that Drowned
The Flayful Powerhouse
If You but Wish

The Flying ive

Apart from !imself
Sunrise Tomorrov (2)
Postmarked for Paradise
firacle on Main Street
The Pearls of Lindam Podaire
Hinions of Mercury (5)
Napoleon of Nothingness
The Emcrald of Isis
The Golden Smpress
Racketecors of the Sky
Satans on Saturn (5)
The Ruby of France

The Angry Amethyst

He Didn't Want boup
The Sinister dapphire

The Long Road to Tomorrow (4)

And S0 1o Death

The Devil's Garden
Jeopardy's Jewsl

The Perilous Pearl

To Heaven Standing Up
Destroyer! (6)

The Dawn-Seekers (2)
Blind Is the liight
Don't Be a Goose

Shake Hands with 0ld Hickory (3)

The Universe Broke Down
Forward into Battle (8)
Just a Dreamer

Obstinate Uncle Otis

The Ship that Failed

The Quost of Tarzan (3)
The Boys from lLirs
Vinions of the Shadow (5)

Otis &,

6'7

Theodore Roscoe
Eando Binder
Brice Purcell
Richard Sale

Jay Clark

William Crey Beyer
David R. Reed

We Co Browvm

Jack Villiamson
Jack lMann
William Gray Beyer
Robert Arthur
Kenneth MacHNichol
Garnoett Radeliffe
aric North
Robert V.
Jo A, York
Richard Sale

Arthur Leo Zagat
Fredericl ©. rainton
William P, Templeton
Robvert Arthur

Robert Arthur

William P. Templeton
Arthur Leo Zagat

Robert Arthur

Robert Arthur

Robert Arthur

William Gray Beyer
Robert Arthur

H, Bedford«Jonecs
Frederick C, Painton
Jeck Williamgon

Kiinc & B, Hoffman Price
H, Bedford-Jones

H, Bedford-Jones

Paul Trnst

H, Bedford-Jones

Arthur leo Zagat
Cornell Woolrich

Robert Arthur

He Bedford-Jones

H. Bedford-Jones

Paul Lrnst

Steve Fisher

Frederick C. Painton
Joel T, Rogers

Robert Arthur

Theodore Roscoe

Robert iLrthur

Ce M, Warren

Robert Arthur

Robert Arthur

James Norman

Edgar Rice Burroughs
Robort Arthur

Villiam Gray Boyor

Cochran
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Jan, 13 The Confession of Charles Linkworth

14
13
24
=1
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(became The Cavalior Weokly with tho Jan,

Killer, Go Home

Tell Me About Tomorrow
The Uninventor

The Very snclent lariners
last Stop---farth

There Was an Island
Jungle Interlude

Tarth's Last Citadel (4)

The Cavalier

World Wreckers

A Flyer in Martiens

An Unnatural Feud

The Knife and the Painting
A Triengle of Terror

Across & Thousand Years

The Fire Globe

The Changelings

Perpetual Youth

Mr. Popkin's Privete Jail
Tiss Jack of Tibet (6)
Yorning Star (&)

Dead Llan's Chests

Beyond

The Wizard of the Peak

The Hawkins Cloud-Climber
The Hawkins Vacu-Ornament

No Doubt About It

Her Arabian Night in Washington
Dead for o Day

The Devastator

The Curing of Kemilia
Wimple's ¥og Piercer

Jim Wiley end the Thought-Recorder
His Wonder Plant

Wimple's Nerve Soother

The Chameleon-Hauired llan

The Hawkins Mintette

The Queen's Husband

Iir, Scales Backs an Invention
For $100 Cash

The Ribbon of Fate

The Second Deluge (7)

The Zlixer of Hate (4)

The White Man's Hopo

Tho Singing Deovil

The I'emst of Abou Ben Rode
Tho Person from tho Pyramids
Jim Wilson's Hoodoo

Darknoss and Davm (4)

Fob, 10 The Mystory of the Air
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George lichener
Henry Kuttner
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Thomas E. Grant
Bdgar Franklin

Edgar Franklin
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Robert Keene
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Robert Keene

Edgar Franklin
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C. Langton Clarke
Bdwin Beird

George Allan England
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F. Julian Carroll
Buffington Phillips
Henry C. Christic
Zdgar Franklin
Edwin B, Ludlow
Goorge Allan England
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m

Z. F, Bonson
Joo H. Ransgson
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The Devil Ship

The Occult Detector (3)
Across the Centuries

Red O'Rourkse's Kiches (8)
The Significance of High "D“ (3)
The Water of Deeth

The Ape et the Helm (4)

The
The Whitc Watoriall (4)

When the Soul “iscaped

He, the Undead and I

L'Snfant Terrible

Voices of the Night

The Golden Blight (6)

(see Apr. 6, above)

The Wisteria wcarf (3)

The Veil

The Moon on the Pillow

The Xdealists

Hermo the Handsome

The Yogi's Curse

In 2112; 3n 2112 (Bsperanto version)
The Whisper from the Tomb
Pronibition

Chogsts of the neiau

4 Desert Tiden

The Golden Dsluge

The Cloak of Life

The Purple Light (3)

Ganlatea the second

The Gold-Finder (4)

By Way of the Black Road

4 Study in Somnolism

The Innocent sleep

The Forbidden Door

Balaco (5)

The Kalong lionster

Johngon the Caveman

Beyond thes Great Oblivion (6)
Fishhead

Into the fourth Dimension

The Lure of tne Lavendar Trecs; La al-
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H. D, Couzens
Je U, Giesy & J. B, Smith

Edward S, Faust
Katherine Lggleston & F. H. Hichardson

J. U. Giesy & J. B, Smith
Henry Roemer
Patrick Gallagher

Vanishing Cubes (2: concluded May 25) Crittenden ilariott

James Francis Dwyor
Gilbert Riddell

Will O'Byrne

John D. Swain

George Rodney

George fLllan _ngland

Jo U, Giesy & J. B, Smith
Fred Jackson
George M, A, Cain
Garl S. Hanson

Je Be Bmith & J,
Walt I'cDougall,
J. U. Givsy & J.

U, Gigsy

B, Smith

kichel Corday & andré Couvreur

Ce. Ve Hayes

H. V. Couzens
Hdwin L, Sabin
Gerald V. Stuart
Glen Visscher

J. U. Giesy & J.
Fred Jackson
annesly Kenealy
Charlotte Teller
Junius B, Smith
lichacl Williams
~lexender Harvey
Gaston Leroux
Redfields Ingalls
George L. Knapp
George 4Allan England
Irvin S. Cobb

Frank Blighton
Maryland allen

B. Smith

logo do la iavendaj orboj (Esporanto version)

The Mastur ind (3)

The Crime Detector

At the stroke of Twelve
Halvor Gunderson's Dog

The Spotted Panther (4)

The Secret of Her Sleeap

The Afterglow (4)

The [lummy-Case of Pharaoh (4)
Kalita-~-the Mysterious
Kilowatt-Frankenstein Jones
The Vengeance of Osiris
When the Air Fleet Struck
Birkholz's ilolecular Theory

J. U, Giosy & J. B. Smith
George ..1llan :ngland
I1liot Balestier
John C., Wede

James ¥, Dwyer

Helen Z. Haskell
George Allan Zngland
William Holloway
Varic Varardy

Paul T. Gilbert

Hugh Pondextcr

alex S. Briscoe
George Hulverson



70

1913

1914

1908

1912
1214
1916
1917
1919
1920

1921

1922

1923

Sep.
Oct,
NOV-

NOV.
Dec .
Fal,
Teba
Mar,
lar.
(with

May

June
July
3ep.

15
20

21

28
the

The Fouse of tne Igo (3)
The Air Pirate
The Blue Bomb (3)

The Bell-laster of Neutzberg

The Vall of St, Mark's
The Ghost of a lName

Trail of the Dog Star (2)
A1l for His Country (4)
Hamilton Todd's iingers
The Trebarfoot Ghost
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J. U, Giesy & J. B. Smith
Alex S. Briscoe

Je Ullrich Giesy

Callis Burke

Horatio Winslow

J. U. Giesy & J« B, Smith
Albert M, Treynor

J. U. Giesy

Wolcott LeClear Beard
Annette T, Johnson

May 16, 1914 issue The Cavalier Weekly combined with Aill-Story

Weekly to form All-Story-Cavalier Weekly.)

Live Wire

The Scourge of the VWorld

The Great Baseball RBrainstrom of 2002

The Burning Iuege (6)
The Ray of Hope

H, Ay & G, 4. Thompson
Bozeman Bulger
Crittendon Marriott
Howard "wight Smiley

(with the September 1908 issue Live Wire combined with Scrap Book, )
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Munsey's Magazine

A Flight to Freodom
A Corsican Cnlls

The Preincarunction of lark Forrest

The Return

Immortal Andrew (4)

The (tolden Scorpion (5)
Renunciation

The Hand

The Last of His kind
The Phantom Tryst

His Career

Toys of Fate

Jenkin's Gyroscope

The Athiest

The Iand of Illusion
The Silver Veil

Black Truth

The limgic Pencil

The Dead Man's Thoughts
Drops of Death

The llystery of the Shrivelled Hand

The Horror Horn
The lian of the lidiracle (5)
The Kiss at Large

It Came out of Bgypt: 1, The llark of
Set; 2, The Lair of Spiders

Sunken Cities

It Came out of Igypt: 3. The Bats of
Meydum; 4, The Flowering of the Lotus

The Last llan on Xarth

It Came out of Lgypts 5. The Silken Cord;

6. The Book of Thoth

Be Rath

Frank M, O'Brign
John D, Swein

Zelda Spears

B, Fisher

Seax Rolmer

Achmed Abdullah
Theodore Dreiser
Svetezar Tonjoroff
J. Douglas Cessford
Noel Leslie

Tod Robbing

L, He Robbins
William M. Rouse
Emmet Ty Harte

Ray Cummings
Genevieve VWinsett
Ray Cummings
William M. Rouse
George Allan England
Sax Rohmer

s I’y Benson

Vance Thompson
Mergaret P. lMontague
Sax Rohmer

Douglas Newton
Sax Rolmer

John D, Swain
Sax Rohmor
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Beyond the Pole
Dancing Dust

The Fagic Picture Book
The llanikin

I'm Sorry I Committed Suicide

Corstophine

The Last rfaun

His Dead Life

The Ghost Ualker

The Invisible Girl
The Temple of Ghosts
Icky of Oluk Lake
The Heat Wave

Vorld Without End

Out of the Fourth Dimension

The Hamza Formula
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Philip iI, Fisher, Jr.
Herman George ocheffauer
Villiam Garrett

John D, Bwain

Florence Wobber

ZT. F. Benson

Hubbard Hutchinson

Louis L. Stevenson

Tdgar Wallace

Gelett Burgess

Reginald Campbell

F. Ile White

Marion Ryan & Robert Ord
Scammon Lockvwood

Zelde Seors

H. W Stokes

the uct,, 1929 issue liunsey's liapazine combined with Arerosv-All-Story Week-

Mar,
Aug.
Nov,
Dec.

ly to form Munsey’

All-Story Weekly)

Ocean

Sea Gold (4)
The Passing of the Vaters
Bottinger's Mermaid

In the Lond of Tomorrow (2)

George Bronson-Howard
Zdwin O, Diskenson
Thomas Re. Ybarra

Tpes Winthrop dSargeant

(with the Feb,, 1908 number the name of Ocean was changed to Live Vire)
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Scrap Book

A Descent into the Maelstr8m (reprint)
The Devil and Tom Walker (reprint)

Edgar Allan Pos
Vashington Irving

The Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge (reprint) Ambrose Bierce

The Tapestried Chamber (reprint)

The Man in the sir

The Voman and the Cat (reprint)

The Housc and the Brain (reprint)

A Christwas Carol (reprint)
Frankenstein's Honster (reprint)

The Apparition of lirs., Veal (reprint)
The Cask of .montillada (reprint)

In the Hands of Fear
The Iron Shroud

The Human Briclk
When Science VWarned
The Avatar

The Thing behind the Curtain (5)

The Neurasthenic Ghost
Kidnapping Peggy

The Service Invisible
The Sky Pirate (6)

The House of ‘fransformation (3)

Walter Scott
Frederick L. Keates
Marcel Prevost
Tdward Bulwer-Lytton
Charles Dickcns

ilarv Shelley

Daniel Defoe

Bdgar Allan Poe
Harris Summes
VWilliam iudford
itry C, Francis
Julian Johnson
Harvey J. O'Higgins
Charles Stephens
Thomas R. Ybarra
Frederick Walworth Brown
Irwin Thomos

Garrett P. Serviss
Ceorge Allan Tngland

The House without a Shadow (2) (reprint) Adelbert von Chemisso

Spunkenswald
In Saturn®s Rings

-

J. Avbrey Tyson
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1910 Oct, The Only iian on Zarth William L. Kentnor

1911 Jan, The Rudium Terrors (8) albert Dorrington
May H of the Glass .leart Georre Sllan Zngland
June The Horls (resrint) Cuy de I'nupassunt
AUGe Richard licore's other Self Buffington Phillips

(with the Jun,, 1912 issue jcrap Dool: wes combined with The Cavelier lagazine to
form The Cavalier eekly)

addendas
All=Story
1918 June ®2 The loon Pool ae lerritt
The Covalior
1912 Jan. The Baby in the Snow John D, Swailn
The Argosy Woekly
1938 ‘Apr. 30 I'd Climb the Highest lountain (6) Borden Chasc
July 16 Bells across a Valley Willinm Hubbell
auge 6 Tho Pig Was in the Parlor Richard Sale
Oct, 15 The lan from rainted Arrow Paul Trnst

e GO~

Opcn House

(lotters from our roadors)

VWrites Ricky Slavins

I found laney's article "Backwards in Time" (Fantagy Commentator L)
very good. It leads me, also, to mentioning a few other stories of the same
theme that have been published recently,

anthony Boucher's "Chronokinesis of Jonathon Hull' (4stounding Science
Fiction, June, 1946) is based on the theory that tine-travel would not be & com-
plete move into a different ora, but a living ovoer of a person's lifs, Lull, in
this tele, was thirty years o0ld when he entered his so-called time machine, and
he lived his life until scventy, or thercabouts, in a backvard faghion., This in
no way interfered with his "othor" life---which he often obscrved-~-until he ar-
rived at the nge of thirty, Ho sometimes ¢von visited his youngor sclf, at which
tines ha was takem for a phantom,

another instance of inverted time sense is exemplified by "The Curious
Gase of Denjemin Button," written by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Button was born at the
age of seventy, and became younger every day. Tae tele is satirical, and loses
none of its humor despits a rather pedantic writing style,

Then there is Melson 3. Dond's "Fountain,” to be found in lir, liirsen-
thwirker's Lobblies (1946), This gives us an interesting concopt of the lcgend=
ary fountain of youth, telling how a magic fountain causgs .a poerson to  becone
youngaor cvery day. It differs from Fitzgerald's story in that Bond's chorccter
loscs his uemory gradually, while Button docs not,

Contributing editor Mett Ondurdonk commentss

—

Wetzel's linking of Lovecraft and Hawthorne seemed rather umeonyincing
to me., Irue, there is a slight affinity of atmosphere in thet both wuen looked
upon New mngland as a scene of ghostly horrors, but thers the resenblance ends
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for all practical purposes. Hawthorne was firet and foremost a moralist---all of
his works are tinged with this bias and sometimes it becomes so intolerable as to
cloud the intrinsic merit of his writings. Lovecraft, on the other hand, is com=
pletely aworal with regord to the acctivities of humanity,., There is never the re-
motest hint in his works that the leading characters could have varied their des-
tinies by behaving differently or "better"--~they are doomed from the beginning
and their doom was predetermined in the original pattern of the cosmos,. Their
fate may be hastened by their injudicious meddling, but in the sight of the gods
time is meaningless and whether they are destroyed now or ten millgpia from now
makes not the slightest difference. In other words, to Hawthorne ,is still the
temple of God---however tarnished; whereoas to Lovoecraft man is but an irritating
excregcence to those who rule the cosmic scheme of things, The fundamental di-
versity of outlock between these two writers can nover be roconciled.

Wwotzel's discussion of the Moodus Noisos was most intriguing, however.
I beliovo therc is mention of this phenomenon in a ncw book cntitled It's an 01d
New England Cugstom....

A brief communication from Robert W. Lowndes is next on the agenda:

While the matter is hardly of cosmic iuportance, still, Sam Moskowitz®
serial article on fandom has struck me so far as being so excellent that I feel
inclined to correct a minor error, On page 14 of the Winter 1946-~47 nurber he
states: "Wollheim, Sykors, llichel, Goudket, Pohl, Kyle and Hahn, togsther with
Robert W. Lowndes (not proviously active in fandom, who had arrived the previous
night ) worv on hand eariy...." The parenthetical matter is not entirely correct
as reference to Jack Speer's FYancyclopedia and to 1935 issucs of Wonder Stories
will show. I was one of the sarly members of the 3FL, and had formed an abort=-
ive chapter of same¢ in Stamford, Connecticut in 1935; furthermore, I'd scen a bit
of gentle feuding in the "staple ar," being known as S5ir Doc Lowndes, Royal Fill
Roller of the Tucker society. Consequently, I was known to quite a number of the
lads whow I met at the 1937 convention.

Finally, we hear from the author of "The Immortal sSterm." Sem loskowitz writes:

In reading "Open House" in Fantasy Commentator #12 I was glad to seec
Charlie Hornig finnlly write & letter to o scicncu=fiction publicution of some
kind ogain, I was vory intcrestoed in some of his commonts, though quite disil=-
lusioned by others. I want to deal with only one item specifically, however, He
sayss "I don't know where Sau got the idea that ‘much' of my salary went into
The Fantasy Fan. It was a financial loss, certainly, but only at the rate of two
dollars a week; even on Gernsback's payroll, it was not 'much,'"

First of all, in the writing of "The Tumortal Storm" I have to the ut-
nost of wy ability tried to be impartial end fair, The truth as I see it has,
often, been unkind to many friends of mine-~~among whom I number Charles Hornig,
But this is the price a historien nust pay to present & sound pcrspoctive of hig-
tory. In oxtriceting and ostinating facts o historien is frequently at the mercy
of nen's characters; he can accept or reject published statements, weighing them
on the balance of the authors' reliability, Until now I had possessed the utmost
confidence in the dependability of lir. Hornig's word, And I am sorely disillu-
sioned--~for the source of my information that "much" of Hornig's salary went in-
to The Fantasy Fan is none other than Charles D. Hornig himsclf, I gquote his
oditorial in the Novembor, 1934 issue of the periodical in queostion:

What I startcd out to say was that I had money to
burn when I organizod "The Fantasy Fan" end didn't mind it
running in the rod for & year. And so it has, And so it
continues., 1 kept putting monoy in, and putting money in,
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never taking a cent out---never regrstiing the loss (nor do I
today, nor consider it loss). I have enjoyed sacrificing
hundreds of dollars (and that's not sarcasm) and devoting
much of my time to gathering and assorting material for each

issue,
But---and here's the reason for all this quibbling

--~domestic circumstances now prevent me from taking any mors
money from my ovm pocket to donate to the cmuse,and the only
way that "the Fantasy Fen" can continue is to puy for itself.

It seems to me that when a person is no longer financially capable of supporting
g hobby it weans that it is taking too much of his salary,

This-‘'n‘'~That--~concluded from page 62

day, $23) is a novel that this writer cannot recommend despite the fact that it
is quite fantastic, as he is a simple fellow who prefers & book where the reader
can tell what the author is talking about., Three cents per page is rather high
to pay for a book, but for Rip Ven Winkle's Dream by Jeanette if. Haien (Double~
day, $2%) it is exhorbitant; tuis happens to be a long philosophic poem of but
slight fantasy content, A much happier note is hit by Dark of the lloon: poems of
fantasy and the macabre (Arkham House, $3), a finc anthology of outre verse, If
a play with e fantastic twist appeals to you, try Moss Hurt's Christopher Blake
(Random House, $2%), a Broadway success that utilizes intriguing dream sequences,
The Platter by A. 1, De Jong (Querido, $24) is a novel originelly printed in 1933
in Holland, and now for the first time translated into English by Alfred van im-
eyden van Duym; the author---who lost his life in World War II in 1943---has pro-
duced an ingratiating little tale about a magic platter. Dark Dominion by lari-
anne Hauser (Random House, 32%) is primarily a psychoanalytical Gothic novel but
it veers very slightly into the field of science-fiction by virtue of a whacky
cheracter with a passion for inventing mechanical robots. Finally we have Sydney
Fowler Wright's fast-action, behind-the-scenes spy novel which tekes place in the
year 1990, The adventure in the Blue Room; it was published under the pseudonym
of Sydney Fowler,

The staff of Fantasy Commentator wishes to extend speciel thanks to Dr.
Keller for supplying the bibliography of his published fantasy as well es for the
permission to use much of the material in "Half a Century of Writing" which came
from his recent address to the Hastern Science Fiction Association, Readers will
be interested to learn that an american edition of his Sign of the Burning Hart,
heretofore available only in « printing limited to one hundred copies, is being
planned, Details will be reported in this column as they naterialize,

Regrettably it has become necessary to raise the subscription rate of
this magazine, This move-~-under consideration for some time-~-hags been post-
poned as long as possible, in the hopes that rising prices of paper, stencils,
ink, and all other gine qua non of ameteur publishing would become stabilized,
These hopes have not been realized. The price of mimeograph paper, for example,
has more than doubled since 1943, when Fantasy commentgtor wes begun., The edi-
tor is willing to absorb a rcasonable loss, but he cannot continue to run this
journal too far in the red, Hence, effective as of now, the subscription price
will be R5¢ per copy, five for {l---a figure which should enable me to break even
henceforth, Those who have subscribed before this change will continue to get
the magazine at the old rate, however, until their subscriptions run out,

In times to comoce~- Next time "This-'n'-That" will try to finish +the
task of listing the remaining fantasy volumes that have appeared. Sem Moskowitz
will present a critical analysis of an unpublished Weinbaum novel. And there
will be plenty of book reviews and critical articles. See you then; -=-=A.L,S.
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v "Light-winged Smoke! Icarian bird,
Melting thy pinions in thy upward flight,
Lark without song, and messenger of dawn,
Circling above the hamlets as thy nest;
Or else, departing dream, and shadowy forn
Of midnight vision, gathering up thy skirts;
By night star-veiling, and by day
Darkening the light and blotting out the sun;
Go thou ry incense upward from this hearth,
And ask the gods to pardon this clear flame,."

-~ Henry David Thoreau,
alden

"February 19, 1680, Just before 10 p.m. cold and entirely clear again, the show
overhead, bearing southwest, of wonderful and crowded magnificence. The moon in her
third quarter -- the clusters of the Hyades and Plejades, with the planet Mars be-
tween -~ in full crossing sprawl in the sky the great Egyptian X (Sirius, Procyon,
and the main stars in the constellations of the Ship, the Dove, and of Orion) just
north of east Bootes, and in his knee Arcturus, an hour high, mounting the haaven,
ambitiously large and sparkling, as if he meant to challenge with Sirius the stellar
supremacy. With the sentiment of the stars and moon such nights I get all the free
margins and indefiniteness of music or poetry, fused in geometry's utmost exact-
ness." '
-~ Walt Vhitman,

Specimen Days

Proserpine. Certainly I am not shy. What do you nmean?

Marchbanks Eecret.l « You must bet that is the reason there are so few 1love af-
fairs in the world., We all go about longing for love: it is the first need of our
natures, the first prayer of our hearts; but we dare not utter our longing: we are
too shy....l go about in search of love; and I find it in unmeasured stores in the
bosoms of others. But when I try to ask for it, this horrible shyness strangles
me; and I stand dumb, or worse than dumb, saying meaningless things: foolish lies.
And I see the affection I am longing for given to dogs and cats and pet birds, be-~
cause they come and ask for it. It must be asked for: it is like a ghost: it can-
not speak unless it is first spoken to. All the love in the world is longing to
speak; only it dare not, because it is shy! shy! shy! That is the world's tragedy.

-~ George Bernard Shaw,
"Candida," act IX

"For moral and religious purposes we need a cosmic Presence which answers our crav-
ing for companionship and communion. This the esthetic conception of Aristotle did
not do and, therefore, it must be redefined to meet the aching need of the human
heart. The God we discover as cosmic control, as mathematical and esthetic genius,
is also a God to whom we can pray and whom we can worship, He must be capable of
giving love for love and be willing to pity and pardon our failures., No other idea
of God will serve. A universe which meets our intellectual demands shall not fail
us in meeting our moral and religious demands. We must remember, however, that this
organic conception of the universe plays a momentous responsibility upon us for the
influences we send out, If :o abtom can be set in motion without affecting the re-~
motest part of the universe, shall not new impulses in the spiritual field have ef-
fect through all time and space? Even now, by sending out noble impulses I may help
to save a soul somewhere in the Orion -- not to mention someone nearer."

-- John Elof Boodin,
"God and Cosmic Structwure”
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